
Mr. John Q. Sample
123 Any Street
Address #2
Anytown, USA 12345-6789

Sisters and Brothers,     

 Images of St. Anthony of Padua usually include Anthony holding 
the child Jesus in one arm and a lily in his hand.  Many images include 
a loaf of bread. The legend of bread and St. Anthony dates back to 1263, 
when a young child drowned near the construction site of what would 
eventually become the Basilica of St. Anthony, outside the city of Padua, 
Italy. The mother of the child frantically flooded heaven with pleas 
to St. Anthony to have her son’s life restored. The mother, in return, 
promised to serve and feed the poor. Miraculously, the child revived and his mother kept her promise.

Throughout the centuries, individual people and charitable organizations began to follow the woman’s promise 
of serving and feeding the poor with bread and alms. In the 1890’s, a charity was organized called, “St. 
Anthony’s Bread.”

On June 1, 2014, in the spirit of St. Anthony, Franciscan Friar, 
Fr. Placid Stroik, opened the doors to Franciscans Downtown, 
Steven Point, Wisconsin. The mission of Franciscans 
Downtown is a ministry of presence to every person who 
walks through the doors of this sacred place, every person 
has a story worthy to be told. 

Franciscans Downtown creates a 
welcoming community by sharing 
life stories, a safe place, reflection, 
quiet, and prayer. Franciscans 
Downtown strives to give witness 

to God’s active love in our chaotic world and “put on Franciscan habits” such 
as: compassionate service to the poor, hospitality, and caring conversation about 
our environment, stewardship, peace, justice, and reconciliation. 

I cannot forget bread and Fr. Placid’s famous cookies. For over 50 years, Fr. 
Placid has baked several types of homemade cookies for the friars and now to 
serve to the guests of Franciscans Downtown.

Let us sharpen our willingness to continue to share bread with the many 
people throughout our country and world who suddenly find themselves in 
need. (continued on backside)

Dear Fr. Jim, 
o  Please use my offering of $__________ to help support the good works of the Franciscan Friars, with the  
 many ministries around the world, especially Franciscans Downtown, Stevens Point, Wisconsin, in honor  
 of St. Anthony of Padua. 
o  For an additional $8.00, we will light a Vigil Candle in remembrance of a loved one. 
 Name _______________________________
o  Please, pray for all Fathers, Grandfathers, and Stepfathers at Masses during the   
 month of June, in honor of Saint Anthony. (Include name on back of slip)

9230 W Highland Park Ave  - Franklin, WI 53132-8143

Please make your checks payable to: Franciscan Friars. Please consider the Franciscan Friars in your Will.
9230 W Highland Park Ave, Franklin, WI 53132-8143  |  414-525-9253 x238  |  www.franciscan-friars.org

       “Charity is the soul of faith, makes it alive; without love, faith dies.”“Charity is the soul of faith, makes it alive; without love, faith dies.”  
     St. Anthony     St. Anthony

Fr. Placid Stroik and a volunteer 
prepare donated food from the 
Salvation Army to their guests.



Please charge $___________________ to the following credit card    □ monthly  □ quarterly  □ one time only

q VISA    q Mastercard    q Discover

Account #              Expiration Date  Security Code 

Name on card      Signature        

Phone Number (  )  Email Address 

As we continue to confront the chaos caused by COVID-19 and the war in Ukraine, we can be inspired by the 
“Sign” of the multiplication of the loaves and fish in the Gospel of John, the life of the beloved, St. Anthony of 
Padua, and the generous response of others helping those in need. We are reminded to sharpen our awareness 
of the needs of others which urges us to be more generous and adventurous in serving those in need. 

I invite you to honor St. Anthony by generously supporting our Franciscan Friars in their many ministries that 
are helping the poor, like Franciscans Downtown. 

Please use the enclosed Intention form to list your special intentions to be remembered during a special 
Mass by Fr. Jim Gannon on the Feast of St. Anthony of Padua.

Your brother in Christ Jesus and St. Anthony,

 Fr. Jim Gannon
 Provincial Minister

P.S. Please join Fr. Jim Gannon for a special Mass on the feast of St. Anthony of Padua, June 13th, to pray for 
your special intentions and all those in our country that are suffering and in great need.

FRANCISCANS DOWNTOWN is sponsored by the Franciscan Friars, Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary Province:
https://www.facebook.com/ABVMProvinceOFM

My St. Anthony Intentions
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

Fr. Placid shares his famous 
homemade Peanut butter 
cookies with his guests.

From my mother, from her mother from Poland. Happy stirring and eating. For me it all began in 
1948 in Stevens Point when my mother taught me to successfully keep the flour in the bowl not on 
the counter when stirring. 

- Placid


