
Dear Sisters and Brothers,

May the Lord give you peace!

For two years, our Lenten journey has been under the pall 
of a pandemic. This Lent began with a senseless war that 
has affected the stability of our world. The brutal invasion 
of Ukraine reveals how evil can scar the face of God and 
disfigure the face of humanity and the earth. 

The state of our world lies before us.  There is so much for 
us to include in our fasts for peace and justice.  The Bible 
readings for Lent call us to be instruments of God’s peace, 
transforming our world as we stretch out our hands and 
hearts to work for peace and justice.

Franciscan Brother, from Ukraine, sheltering and 
feeding the children, the innocent victims of this war
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Responding to the “signs of the times” and the grace of God, 
our challenge is to transform the face of the earth which is 
often scarred and disfigured by evil, hatred, war and oppres-
sions.

There is an urgent request for emergency funds to help the 
many people displaced by the violence in the Ukraine. Broth-
er Teofil Adam Czarniak, OFM, Provincial Minister for the 
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary Province, 
Krakow, Poland, writes:

Franciscan Brother embracing Ukranian refugee, supplying some 
essentails upon arrival



“After unbelievable military aggression of Russia on 
Ukraine, a big humanitarian crisis started at the eastern 
borders of Poland. As of today, 2.5 million people, mostly 
women and children, have fled for their very lives to Po-
land. The situation still develops and we are not sure what 
the future will bring.  We do not know how long it will last.  
Our Franciscan Province opened its doors to the neediest. 
We are able to prepare 500 beds with full accommodations 
in various locations.  Presently, 300 places are taken.  We 
cooperate with the local governments and Caritas in the 
response. We try to give psychological care, care for the 
children, education, medical assistance and transporta-
tion.  Our urgent need is financial support in providing 
food for 500 people for at least 30 days.”

Peace and good! Brother 
Fr. Teofil Czarniak, ofm

When the bombs stop falling from the skies; when the guns 
cease firing; when the violence ends; the humanitarian cri-
sis will continue for the millions of people displaced by this 
senseless war.  Please help us, help our Franciscan Broth-
ers and Sisters in Poland and the Ukraine who continue to 
shelter and feed the people of Ukraine. 

Let us join, Pope Francis and proclaim “Let the weapons 
fall silent.  God is with those who seek peace, not those re-
sorting to violence.”

Peace and good!

Fr. Jim Gannon
Minister Provincial

Franciscan Brother welcoming a Ukrainian mother and baby 

Franciscan sister nurtures a sleeping child

Our Lady, Queen of Peace, pray for us


