
9230 W HIGHLAND PARK Ave - Franklin, WI 53132

“The Lord hears the cry of the poor, blessed be the Lord.”

Fr. Gino Correa, OFM,  
Director of Postulants

Jeremy Mayeaux, Tyler Harris, and 
Ricky Madere visiting the friars of our 
province during their Christmas break.

Ricky Madere harvesting eggplants.  
One of the many products  

grown on the grounds of the  
Franciscan Monastery in D.C.

Jeremy Mayeaux preparing dinners  
for the Meals on Wheels program  

in Silver Spring, MD

Dear Fr. Jim,
o Please accept my Lenten/Easter offering of $________ to help support the Postulant Program and  
 the many Missions of the Franciscan Friars, with responding to the cry of the poor.
o For an additional $8.00, we will light a Vigil Candle in remembrance of a loved one.
  Name_________________________________________
o Please pray for the intentions I have written on the back of this slip.

Mr. John Q. Sample
123 Any Street
Address #2
Anytown, USA 12345-6789
Barcode

Dear Sisters and Brothers,

 The journey to become a Franciscan is both challenging and joyful. 
The men who join us are between 21 and 40 years old, having had good jobs 
and living on their own. In our secular world, living the life as a Franciscan is 
counter cultural. Where our cultural values often focus on “me,” the 
Franciscan life focuses on “we,” living in community and unselfishly 
serving God in various forms of ministry.

 After a period of meeting with the vocation director and 
other friars, a man who discerns to become a Franciscan 
undergoes a series of steps before being admitted to the 
Postulant Program. These include long interviews, a 
psychological evaluation, as well as a background check and 
thorough health exam. If the candidate is accepted, they 
are welcomed into the postulancy which is held in 
Silver Spring, Maryland. This is the beginning of 
what is known as the formation process. 

 The postulant period involves learning the dynamics of community living, 
prayer and various forms of ministry. For example, Tyler Harris of Palatine, 
Illinois, is involved with fellow postulant Martin Tran in teaching religious 
education at the Catholic elementary school adjacent to where they live in Silver 
Spring. Ricky Madere, of Prairieville, Louisiana, along with Jeremy 
Mayeux of Pass Christian, Mississippi, prepare nourishing meals and 
distribute them through the local “Meals on Wheels” program. All the 
postulants are involved with maintaining the gardens at the Franciscan Monastery 
of the Holy Land located in nearby Washington, DC. Here they grow and harvest 
vegetables distributed to the poor in the area.

 “I’m really enjoying the program,” said Ricky Madere, “and the professed 
friars who interact with us are great.”

 Tyler Harris, who worked for a prestigious financial restructuring 
company in Chicago, enjoyed the various classes provided during the postulant 
program, ranging from biblical studies to understanding more fully our Catholic 
liturgy.  

(continued on backside)



Please charge $___________________ to the following credit card    □ monthly  □ quarterly  □ one time only

 q VISA    q Mastercard    q Discover

Account # ____________________________  Expiration Date_____ Security Code______

Name on card                                                     Signature                                                                                           

Phone Number  (          )                                          Email Address                                               

Please make your checks payable to: Franciscan Friars

9230 W Highland Park Ave, Franklin, WI 53132  |  414-525-9253 x238  |  www.franciscan-friars.org

My Lent/Easter Intentions ______________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

 Following the postulant program, is the Novitiate. This is held at Old 
Mission Santa Barbara, founded by Junipero Serra in Santa Barbara, California. 
The novice is involved in limited ministry, but the emphasis is 
developing his spiritual life and understanding our Franciscan 
vision and values. They are given the habit of the Franciscans, and are 
known as “friars”, coming from the Latin word meaning brother. 

 After the novitiate period of one year, the men profess their 
vow of poverty, chastity and obedience. These vows are renewed each 
year until they are ready to make their final commitment to Jesus and the 
Franciscans. 

 The newly professed friars are then sent in pairs to a mission, where they 
engage with a different culture and sometimes a different language. The idea is 
to integrate their Franciscan values and learn from others who are 
often economically poor.

 The final state of formation is at St. Joseph in Chicago. Here the 
young friar either studies for ordination to the priesthood, or learns 
another profession that will help our brotherhood and other facets 
of the Church. It is during this stage they make their final commitment, or 
solemn vows. 

 We know there is a shortage of vocations in the Church, but here we have a fine group of men who 
are willing to say “Yes, Lord, I’ve come to do your will!”

 As you can imagine, the cost to house, feed, and educate these men is high. Presently, 
we have a total of 32 men in formation. The cost per year for each young friar, which 
includes their room and board, books, and healthcare, is roughly $50,000.00 per year.

 As we do our part in preparing these men to serve the Church in the future as 
Franciscan brothers and priests, will you make a generous gift to help us during their 
process of formation? Each morning and evening, when the friars gather to pray, you and 
your intentions are remembered in prayer.

Thank you for your prayers and support for our Franciscan Formation Program.

Yours in the love of our Risen Lord,

Fr. James G. Gannon, OFM
Provincial Minister

P.S.  Remember that our friars pray for you and your intentions during daily Mass and personal prayer.  
Please write any Lenten prayer intentions on the back of the enclosed slip and return them to me in the 
envelope provided.

PLEASE CONSIDER THE FRANCISCAN FRIARS IN YOUR WILL.

Our men in formation and inquirers 
mingling at a recent Come and See 
weekend in Chicago this past Fall.

The Novices pose with their  
formation team in front of  

historic Mission Santa Barbara.


