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Joan and Frank Plata at their home in 
Philadelphia.

Joan and Frank Plata, celebrating 
their 50th wedding anniversary. They 
would be married for 64 years before

Franks passing in 2019.

As we mark Veterans Day on November 11, I would like to share some reflections of one of 
our friars, Fr. Gregory Plata, OFM, as he shares his father’s experiences in the Air Force, as well 
as being awarded the Silver Star and two Purple Hearts. 

I grew up as an Air Force “brat,” spending the early years of my youth living in Europe and the United 
States. In San Antonio, my father was the friendly face that met the recruits as they got off the bus to 
begin basic training at Lackland Air Force Base. During these years, America was beginning to immerse 
itself more heavily in the Vietnam War.

My father spent thirteen years in the Air Force, but had previously been in the Army for ten years, three 
spent in the Korean War. Years later, when I was a journalism student at Temple University in my hometown 
of Philadelphia, I discovered an article about Philly’s “Hometown Hero.” My father had been awarded the 
Silver Star while serving in Korea, and when I read the story, I was proud and shocked at what my father 
went through to protect his outnumbered platoon from Communist forces.  He was also awarded two Purple 
Hearts in that war.

Like many men of his time, my dad never talked about his experiences of the war. One summer, when 
on a home visit from the seminary, I asked why he had joined the Army. He said it was to show his gratitude 
for the blessings of our country and to defend not only America’s freedom, but those of other countries 

who cherished theirs. Then he said 
something that surprised me. “I never 
saw myself as someone who went off 
to war just to ght, but one who was 
sent to bring and maintain peace.”

Instead of donning military 
gear, I, as his oldest son, put on the 
robe of a Franciscan. Yet, I am so 
grateful for the heroic sacri ces 
my father, and others such as the
13 military personnel we  

lost in Afghanistan, haven given in order for you and me to enjoy the 
blessings of freedom and peace. As a Franciscan, I see my mission in 
being a peace maker, exhorting people during these contentious times 
to listen to each other, find a common cause for good and respect one 
another’s insights. I am a proud of what my father had done for his 
country and I know my father was proud of my vocation as a Franciscan.  

Dear Friend,
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Sergeant First Class Frank Plata during 
the Korean War, 1952

  Many of our veterans come back scarred from the traumatic 
experiences of war. Under the guidance of Fr. Conrad Targonski, OFM 
and Greg Massielo, both veterans who served in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
we offer pilgrimages for veterans to Assisi – the City of Peace. These 
pilgrimages aid them in healing and nding inner peace, as well as build a 
community of support with other veterans. Your generous support helps us 
provide scholarships for these men and women for this pilgrimage.

  Most of us have witnessed rsthand the traumatic experiences of 
these brave men and women. Your generous support for this ministry 
will help us reach out to our veterans for a process of healing, allowing 
the gentle Spirit of our Lord to touch their hearts and minds to help 
heal this trauma. 
 

As Franciscans, know of our prayers and thanks for your support, as well as the gratitude for all the 
sacri ces of all our veterans.

       With Veterans Day soon approaching, we would you like to give several Veterans the 
opportunity to join our next “Veterans of the Military” Pilgrimage to Rome and Assisi, led by 
our own Franciscan Friar, Fr. Conrad Targonski. With your nancial support, we can do that. 

       Let us also re ect on the sacri ces our young men and women in the Military have 
endured for our freedom. We appreciate their courage and would like to thank them for their 
service to our country.

 Please send us the names of special veterans or loved ones 
you’d like us to pray for. We will include them in our daily 

Masses and personal prayers.

    Peace and all good in Christ,

  
  
    Fr. Jim Gannon, OFM 
    Minister Provincial 

P.S. Your gift will give several Vets a chance to join our next Military Veterans Pilgrimage to Rome and Assisi, 
led by our fellow Franciscan Friar, Fr. Conrad Targonski, OFM. 

Please write your prayer intentions on the back of the enclosed slip. 

Private First Class Frank Plata 
at Fort Dix, NJ, 1947

Fr. Greg Plata, OFM


