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Dear Sisters and Brothers,      

Christ is Risen!    Truly He is Risen! 

I received an Easter card from a dear, dear friend, from my grade school days. In the 
card were pictures she had found buried in her late husband’s old “shoe box”. They 
were pictures from a surprise 21st birthday party my parents hosted for me. The 
photos flooded my mind with priceless memories. Besides recalling long lasting 
friendships, I remembered the gold chain and cross my parents gave me that day. I 
immediately went searching for this chain, which I stopped wearing years ago. After 
rummaging through several boxes, I found it buried in a collection of high school 
and college memories. There it was – a tangled mess! 

For hours, I tried unsuccessfully to “undo” the tiny knots entwined into this delicate 
gold chain. During the frustrating hours attempting to “undo” the knots, I reflected 
on the big knots we manage to form because of broken relationships, 
misunderstandings that have evolved into the inability to forgive, knotted scars 
formed by physical, verbal, and emotional abuse, or the deep knotted scars caused 
by violence. These “knots” can bring anguish and despair; taking away our peace 
and serenity. Years pass and the knots become more painful and difficult to 
“undo”.  

Since my introduction to this devotion to “Mary, the Undoer of 
Knots”, I have come to a better appreciation of this devotion. 
There have been no jaw-dropping miracles; no thunder and 
lightning; and no feats of spiritual heroism. There is just the 
patient, painstaking, dogged untying of knots – the knots of 
life lived each day. 

“Mary, Undoer of Knots” is just one of many names given to 
Mary, the Mother of God.  Her names are many, but her 
message is the same – peace, peace in our world, peace in our 
lives, and peace in our hearts. 
 



May Mary, Undoer of Knots, untie the “knots” that complicate your life.  
 
May God bless you and your families and may that blessing remain with you now 
and forever. 
  
Please help us support the many missions of the Franciscan Friars with your 
generous gift.  
 
The prayer card that accompanies this letter is a favorite prayer of Pope Francis. It is 
also a favorite prayer of mine.  
 
Peace and All Good! 

    
 
 
 

Fr. Jim Gannon 
Provincial Minister 
 
P.S. Please return the ribbon and list of your special intentions. We will place 
them in our chapel and pray with you, to untie the knots of those intentions 
during our daily Masses and personal prayers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please Consider Remembering the Franciscan Friars in your will.  Thank You!


