
Mr. John Q. Sample
123 Any Street
Address #2
Anytown, USA 12345-6789

Dear <Salutation>,

 It is amazing how quickly St. Anthony was canonized after his death.  
Within nine years we find his name among the litany of saints.   It was St. 
Anthony who brought to the Franciscan Order the gift of studying the Bible 
and Church teachings. When Anthony humbly asked permission to teach the 
friars theology, St. Francis said “as long as you do not extinguish the spirit of 
prayer and devotion with study of this kind.”

 Today, the men who are preparing to be Franciscans, continue that spirit 
of St. Anthony by combining their fraternal, spiritual, and academic life in a 
careful balance reflecting our Franciscan values. Adding to this complexity is 
the pandemic, where many adjustments have to be made for safety.

          Jason Dymek, one of our postulants, 
had to initially quarantine for two weeks when first arriving to the program 
at Silver Spring, Maryland. The postulants were broken down into three 
groups, alternately praying, eating, socializing, and attending workshops 
within their selected groups. Jason, was assigned to “Meals on Wheels” for 
his ministry.

          “We still continue washing our hands 
constantly, wear masks, and follow other 
protocols associated with COVID-19,” said 
Dymek. “However, it seems to be working, 
and this allows us to do our ministry several 
times a week.”

          Br. Zach Zeman, OFM, lives at St. 
Joseph’s Friary in Chicago, which houses 
student friars attending classes for their 

undergraduate degrees or theology classes to prepare for ordination. Presently, 
he is completing courses at Elgin Community College, which is being done 
online. “I’d rather be sitting in a classroom,” commented Br. Zeman, “but I am 
trying my best to stay engaged and focused.”

(continued on backside)

Dear Fr. Jim, 
o  Please use my offering of $__________ to help support the good works of the Franciscan Friars, with the  
 many ministries around the world, as well as the 2021 Formation Students, in honor of St. Anthony. 
o  For an additional $8.00, we will light a Vigil Candle in remembrance of a loved one. 
 Name _______________________________
o  Please, pray for the intentions I’ve written on the back of this slip at Masses during  
 the month of June, in honor of Saint Anthony.

9230 W Highland Park Ave  - Franklin, WI 53132-8143

Please make your checks payable to: Franciscan Friars. Please consider the Franciscan Friars in your Will.
9230 W Highland Park Ave, Franklin, WI 53132-8143  |  414-525-9253 x238  |  www.franciscan-friars.org

       “Charity is the soul of faith, makes it alive; without love, faith dies.”“Charity is the soul of faith, makes it alive; without love, faith dies.”  
     St. Anthony     St. Anthony

Jason Dymek, Postulant, Holy Name 
College, Silver Spring, MD

Br Zach Zeman, Post Novitiate, 
St. Joseph Friary, Chicago, IL



Please charge $___________________ to the following credit card    □ monthly  □ quarterly  □ one time only

 q VISA    q Mastercard    q Discover

Account #                                                                                           Expiration Date               Security Code                  

Name on card                                                                              Signature                                                                                 

Phone Number (          )                                                                 Email Address                                                                                

 Br. Zach believes the pandemic, while limiting outside ministry, has actually made the younger friars 
more attentive to the poor outside their friary doors. They have allowed people to sit in the foyer of their 
building to warm up on cold days, engaging them in conversation, providing bus passes if necessary, and even 
making the occasional sandwich for someone who is hungry. 

 A few blocks away lives Br. Maxwell Klug, OFM at Blessed Giles 
Friary. This friary is the home of those brothers who have made their Solemn 
Commitment to the Order, but are continuing their studies. In addition to preparing 
for ordination to the priesthood, Br. Maxwell has completed a degree in social 
work.  “I am currently working with people who have experienced violence in 
their lives,” said Br. Maxwell. 

 For these brothers, there is the difficult challenge of balancing fraternal 
life, prayer, and studies. But we know from the life of St. Anthony of Padua, 
this is not impossible. The priority of our formation program is contemplation 
and prayer, Brothers Walking Together, - this was the intent of Francis’ letter to 
Anthony – the priority of our prayer life. 

 Please consider sending a gift to support the men who want to join the 
work of the Franciscans. With more Franciscans like St. Anthony, we believe the 
Gospel message of Jesus will continue to be preached and lived. Know that each 
day, we remember all of our benefactors and their intentions in prayer for the 
kindness and generosity you provide.

  
     Sincerely in Christ,

   
     Fr. Jim Gannon
     Provincial Minister

P.S. Please join us in praying to St. Anthony for all those suffering and in great need during this pandemic. Your 
gifts will help prepare young men to become Franciscans, who serve the Church in the future.

My St. Anthony Intentions
 ________________________________________________________________
 ________________________________________________________________
 ________________________________________________________________

 

Br. Maxwell Klug, Blessed 
Giles  Friary, Chicago, IL


