
9230 W HIGHLAND PARK Ave - Franklin, WI 53132

“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”

“The Lord hears the cry of the poor, blessed be the Lord.”
Dear Fr. Jim,
o Please accept my Lenten/Easter offering of $________ to support the Missions of the Franciscan Friars,  
 with responding to the cry of the poor.
o For an additional $8.00, we will light a Vigil Candle in remembrance of a loved one.
  Name_________________________________________
o Please pray for the intentions I’ve written on the back of this slip.

Mr. John Q. Sample
123 Any Street
Address #2
Anytown, USA 12345-6789
Barcode

Dear Sisters and Brothers,

 May the Lord give you peace!

 Since March 2020, we have kept our retired friars and staff at Queen of Peace Friary, Burlington, 
WI safe, isolated and protected from the coronavirus. Between Thanksgiving and Christmas, 2020, 
however, this invisible bug found its way into the protected walls of the friary. By Christmas, 24 of 25 
friars, along with two fulltime staff members, fell victim to the virus. Three friars died and 
two remain in fragile condition.

 The New Year, 2021, no longer seems new.  We are 
still using words that remind us of March 2020 and the 
lock-down.  Even our children seem familiar with words like 
pandemic, virtual learning, social distancing, quarantine, and 
masks. And yet, here we are in a new year with new possibilities.

 I do a great deal of driving. It is usually a relaxing time 
for me, with no interruptions and no phone calls. It is also a very 
reflective time for me. A few weeks ago, while driving from 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin to Pulaski, Wisconsin, I was privileged 
to transport the cremated remains of two of my 
brothers who died of COVID-19.  They will be laid to rest 
in our Provincial Cemetery in Pulaski. And then it struck me. We 
really do return to dust.  Suddenly I found myself reflecting on 
the approaching season of Lent. Because of the pandemic, 
we will not be wearing a cross of ashes on our foreheads 
this Ash Wednesday.  Rather, dust will be sprinkled on 
our heads to remind us that we are dust and to dust we 
shall return.
 
 I want to return to a word we found ourselves using 
during this world health crisis. That word is “quarantine.” 
Perhaps we can look at this extended quarantine as a period for intense prayer – 

(continued on backside)



Please charge $___________________ to the following credit card    □ monthly  □ quarterly  □ one time only

 q VISA    q Mastercard    q Discover

Account # ____________________________  Expiration Date_____ Security Code______

Name on card                                                     Signature                                                                                           

Phone Number  (          )                                          Email Address                                               

Please make your checks payable to: Franciscan Friars

9230 W Highland Park Ave, Franklin, WI 53132  |  414-525-9253 x238  |  www.franciscan-friars.org

My Lent/Easter Intentions ______________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

 
 •  prayer for the dead, 
 •  prayer for the sick and those living alone, 
 •  prayer for our health care workers,  
 •  prayer for those on the front lines of this virus, 
 •  prayer for our fractured country,
 •  prayer for one another.

  I would like to invite you to take this time of quarantine 
as an opportunity for spiritual renewal and self-examination.  

  This can also be a time to connect our prayer and 
reflection with ACTION. The current pandemic offers us 
a heightened perspective to think about how we live 
as a community. There are people waiting in lines for food 
and basic necessities of life, people struggling to pay their rent 

or seeking medical assistance. These images call us to ACTION. Many of our friars are on the front lines 
working to bring relief to the most vulnerable, seeking new and creative ways of taking care of God’s 
little ones.

 As we enter Lent, the Church calls us to practice the three pillars of the season; prayer, 
fasting, almsgiving. As part of your Lenten journey, please consider making an offering to the poor.  
Send a generous gift today to support the outreach of our friars.
  
 Together, let us reach out to the poor, the marginalized, the sick, and the suffering. Whatever gift 
you can offer this Lenten season will be deeply appreciated. Your generosity toward our friars and 
our ministry gives witness to Saint Paul’s beautiful and immortal words, “Love endures.”

 Thank you for your prayers and support for our Franciscan ministries.

 Yours in the love of our Risen Lord,

 Fr. James G. Gannon, OFM
 Provincial Minister

P.S.  Remember that our friars pray for you and your intentions during daily Mass and personal prayer.  
Please write any Lenten prayer intentions on the back of the enclosed slip and return them to me in the 
envelope provided.

PLEASE CONSIDER THE FRANCISCAN FRIARS IN YOUR WILL.


