
9230 W HIGHLAND PARK Ave - Franklin, WI 53132

 Friars and Staff at Queen of Peace Friary, 
Burlington, Wisconsin

O Healer of body and soul, be for us a ray of light and 
hope in the midst of this terrible darkness, and speed 

the vaccines to end this pandemic. We ask this through 
your son, Jesus Christ, Our Lord. Amen.

Dear Fr. Jim,

o Please use my offering of $__________ to help with the costs of projects necessary for the health and  
 safety of the friars and staff at Queen of Peace Friary.
o For an additional $8.00, we will light a Vigil Candle in remembrance of a loved one.  _____________
o Please, pray for the intentions I’ve written on the back of this slip.

Make your check payable to: Franciscan Friars

Mr. John Q. Sample
123 Any Street
Address #2
Anytown, USA 12345-6789
Barcode

Dear Salutation,

 All was going so well for a long 10-month stretch at our assisted care facility of Queen of Peace friary in 
Burlington, Wisconsin. Both the staff and friars carefully followed all the guidelines provided by the 
Centers for Disease Control and our very own professional health consultants which included 
quarantine, social distancing, wearing masks, constant cleaning, and sanitizing of the friary. Even 
the Mass schedule was changed from one to two Masses, allowing less friars in the chapel for each Mass.

  Life changed drastically in early December, 
when a friar became sick with Covid-19 and needed 
to be hospitalized. We still do not know how or from whom 
Father contracted the disease, but soon he was in the hospital.

  Very quickly, the number of friars at Queen of Peace 
diagnosed with this terrible virus began to rise. There are 20 
priests and brothers who live in the community, and 
as of the New Year, only three have not contracted the 
virus. Several entered the hospital, then came home, only to 
return to the hospital again. Perhaps for the first time in the 
lives of our ordained priests, they could not celebrate Mass on 

Christmas Eve nor Christmas Day. What truly saddens me, as their provincial, responsible for their 
overall care, I am not allowed to visit them!

 Despite all the precautions we took, there was no possible way to plan for the outbreak of Covid. The 
healthy friars and staff donned masks and protective clothing to do their best to care for their infirm and elderly 
brothers. Our wonderful team of nurses, assistants, cooks and cleaning crew became angels of 
mercy in a dangerous environment.

 After a thorough review by professional health officials (Wisconsin Department of Health) we were 
informed that the virus more than likely was passed from room to room through our heating system. 

(continued on backside)



Please charge $___________________ to the following credit card    □ monthly  □ quarterly  □ one time only

 q VISA    q Mastercard    q Discover

Account # _________________________________  Expiration Date___________________

Name on card                                                     Signature                                                             

Phone Number  (          )                                          Email Address                                               

Your Gift is Tax Deductible.

9230 W Highland Park Ave, Franklin, WI 53132  |  414-525-9253 x238  |  www.franciscan-friars.org
Please consider the Franciscan Friars in your Will

My Special Intentions _______________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Mechanics from our local heating company checked all 
the equipment and submitted a bid with a super high 
price tag to install additional equipment to make sure this 
will never happen again. With our ongoing unexpected 
and unbudgeted expenses for our retired friars, we 
are overwhelmed. Our hopeful Goal is to raise roughly 
$112,000.00 for our projects.

With the friars no longer able to celebrate Mass and no 
sources of outside income, our financial situation has become 
extremely difficult. Normally, the friar-priests are able to 
celebrate daily Mass, which helps to bring some income 
into the friary. Sadly, this is not possible under these circumstances.

 You have been so generous in the past to support the work and mission of the Franciscan Friars. I turn to 
you now to seek your help during this time of crisis. 

Your generous gift will help us pay the staff to continue 
their work under these near impossible circumstances. In 
addition, it will help us purchase the various medical items 
to aid in the recovery of our brothers during this pandemic. 
And, it will help us pay for the much-needed equipment to 
prevent future viruses and flus from passing through our 
heating system.

I have asked the good friars of Queen of Peace Friary to 
remember you and your intentions in prayer every day. Can I depend on 
your prayers and generous help to reach out in helping these brothers 
during this most critical time? Know that I and my fellow friars are 
most grateful for whatever help you can send.

Sincerely in Christ,

Fr. Jim Gannon, OFM
Provincial Minister

P.S.   Thank you for your gift in support of the projects necessary to protect the health and safety 
of our friars and staff at Queen of Peace Friary.  We are grateful for your continued support and 
will remember you daily at Mass and during our personal prayers.

 Provincial Nurse Char, caring for Fr. 
Richard Tulko (Prior to COVID-19 

Outbreak in Friary)

Aide Nancy, assisting Fr. James Krasman 
(Prior to COVID-19 Outbreak in Friary)


