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And Mary gave birth 
to her first born, a 

son. She wrapped him 
in cloths and laid him 
in a manger, because 
there was no room for 

him in the inn. 
Luke 2:7

Dear Fr. Jim,

o  Please use my Christmas gift of $________ to help support Franciscans Downtown, Stevens Point, WI  
with their outreach to the poor and lonely, as well as the missions and ministries of the Franciscan Friars.

o For an additional $8.00, please light a Vigil Candle in remembrance of: _____________________
o Please pray for the intentions I’ve written on the back of this slip. 
Make your check payable to: Franciscan Friars

Mr. John Q. Sample
123 Any Street
Address #2
Anytown, USA 12345-6789
Barcode

Dear Sisters and Brothers,

Like St. Francis of Assisi, Christmas is my favorite Holy Day. Over the years I have tried to 
talk my family into not giving gifts, with some success. A few years ago I received a gift which 
I cherish very much. It is a very tattered and continually read collection of stories entitled: 
STORIES FOR CHRISTMAS, edited by Mary Virginia Robinson.

I cherish this book because of the gift givers and its simple, yet profound message. It relates 
to how Christmas should be.  One particular story, Butter and Honey, by Katherine Allyn See, 
came to mind as I reflect on Christmas 2020, amid the surging pandemic, our political and 
social unrest, along with its continued impact on all our lives, especially the poor.  The title is based on the 
prophecy of Isaiah 7: 14-15:

“Behold, a virgin shall bear a son, and shall call his name, Immanuel, that is, “God with us.” Curds (butter) 
and honey he will eat so that he may learn to reject evil and choose good.”

This particular story relates to how Little Sister and Little Brother worked hard Christmas Eve Day to bake a 
Butter and Honey birthday cake for Big Brother (Jesus). Late Christmas Eve Day, Little Brother and Little Sister 
reached out to a beggar who came to their front door.  After Little Brother shouted, “There is a beggar man 
coming,” Little Sister said to their mother, “He is lame, or sick, and his clothes are all torn!”  The beggar man 
shouted, “I am hungry; give me meat! I was in prison; minister to me.” Little Sister called to her mother, “Can 
we give him something?”  Her mother, eyes lowered, sadly responded “We have very little for ourselves.” “But 
mother, said Little Sister, “Big Brother (Jesus) tells us to share our food!”

(continued on backside)



Please charge $___________________ to the following credit card    □ monthly  □ quarterly  □ one time only 

q VISA    q Mastercard    q Discover

Account # ____________________________  Expiration Date_____ Security Code______

Name on card                                                     Signature                                                                                           

Phone Number  (          )                                          Email Address                                               

Your gift is fully Tax Deductible.
9230 W Highland Park Ave, Franklin, WI 53132  |  414-525-9253 x238  |  www.franciscan-friars.org
Please consider the Franciscan Friars in your Will.

My Christmas Intentions _______________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

P.S. The Franciscan Friars will include you and your intentions in our daily Masses 
and prayers. Thank you for your continued support of the missions and the ministries 
of the Franciscan Friars.

Franciscans Downtown,  
Stevens Point, WI

Longtime volunteer, Bob 
Crane and Fr. Placid Stroik

Fr. Jim Gannon addressed  
the guests at the 5th 

Anniversary celebration, 2019

As the beggar man continued to hammer at the front door, Little Sister quietly disappeared.  Little Brother and 
Mother noticed the quiet that had descended upon their home. After some time, Mother found Little Sister 
sitting quietly in the corner of the room. “What is wrong, Little Sister?” asked the mother. “I gave the Butter 
and Honey cake to the beggar man,” said Little Sister.  “What!” cried Little Brother. “But what will Big 
Brother have for his birthday?”  Little Sister responded, “I thought Big Brother (Jesus) would be so pleased 
that I gave it to the beggar man. Now I have nothing to give Him.”

After leaving her Mother and Little Brother, Little Sister returned with a big smile on her face. “Mother, I did 
give the Butter and Honey Cake to Big Brother after all.  Do you know how? When I give to someone who is in 
need, it shows my love for Big Brother, and that’s just like doing it for Big Brother himself.” 

Mother gently looked down on Little Sister and Little Brother and recalled the Prophet Isaiah’s words, “Behold, 
a virgin shall bear a son, and shall call his name, Emmanuel, that is, ‘God with us.’ Curds (butter) and honey he 
will eat so that he may learn to reject evil and choose good.”

Because of Covid-19, Franciscans Downtown in Stevens Point, WI, has been shuttered for several months. This 
ministry of our province is a haven for so many who live on the streets with 
nowhere to turn. The city officials of Stevens Point have asked our Fr. Placid, 
the director, to safely reopen their doors and welcome, once again, the many 
men, women and children who seek warmth, hospitality, and spiritual guidance 
at Franciscans Downtown.

As the Christmas Season approaches, we want to thank you for all you have 
done to enable Franciscans Downtown to become a ministry of presence and 
hospitality.  

Please send your Christmas gift today to help 
us support Franciscans Downtown. You and 
your family’s intentions will be remembered in 
our Christmas Mass and daily prayers.  

Please help us restock our shelves with coffee, 
hot chocolate, tea, cookies and the gift of 
“Butter and Honey.”

Merry Christmas and blessings in the New 
Year to you and your family.  

Peace and good!

Fr. Jim Gannon                            
Provincial Minister 


