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Since opening day, June 1, 2014, Franciscans Downtown in Stevens Point, Wisconsin, remains 
open 24/7. Our display windows communicate with the public around the clock with words of 
inspiration and encouragement. 
 
Ministry of the Bench 
The last time guests were inside was the week of March 
16, 2020.  In mid-August, Fr. Placid, with volunteers 
Richard and Bobbiejoy,  a plan was  developed to provide 
hospitality outside on the sidewalk and  now call it 
“Ministry of the Bench.” (Members of the Gospel Family  
in the ’70s would give this ministry of hospitality, espe-
cially at noontime on the near north side of Chicago.) 
Around noontime, a cart of soda, water, coffee, and 
wrapped snacks – energy bars -  comes out along with  
4-5 chairs. In 2 hours, 3-5  guests who had spent many hours inside now sit and visit with masks 
on.  Many new people are greeted, and may one day become regular guests. 
 
Going inside 
The discussion continues creating a safe, inside environment  with procedures such  as   
1. face masks while inside 
2. temperature checks,  
3. Social distancing of one person per table  (FD has ample space to do this)   
4.  Limiting guests at one time to 6. 
5.  Limiting time inside to  30 minutes for each guest.  
6.  Volunteer staff would make and serve the coffee 
7.  Individual cereal boxes and cartons of milk would be available. 
 
As cold weather settles in, these procedures will become operational to provide hospitality for 
guests inside.  Up to now, some of the guests report they stay in the woods.  Some of our fre-
quent guests have independent living arrangements.  Those people significantly benefit from 
social interaction at Franciscans Downtown. 
 
Display Window  Ministry 
Franciscans Downtown is a designated location, corner of Main Street and Third Street, directly 
across from the Public Library.  Five large windows provide a continuous ministry of messages 

Doors Closed, Hearts Open: Franciscans  Downtown Is Still Open 24/7
by Placid Stroik, OFM
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of hope and beauty.  This happens not only at Christmas time, but various displays at different 
seasons send a message of warmth and hospitality.   
 
A few years back, our volunteers, Bill and  Pat   Maronek, set up an attractive summer setting of 
small tables with chairs and hand made replicas of little ones enjoying cookies and juice along 
with the human flourishing that presence to one another brings.  A little sign in  the window 
read:  “You are welcome to come and join us at  the table.” Often all six tables inside were full 
of 3-4 guests.  Pat treasured this display early on in her life and still has it in her safety deposit 
museum. These display windows kept Franciscans Downtown open 24-7 then as new shows do 
so now in Covid-19 days. 
 
Brendan’s Photos
 
Fr. Brendan’s art photography has been a mainstay of attraction and beauty right from the begin-
ning in 2014, always inside, sometimes in the display windows. 
Today his photography of beautiful flowers is in one 
section of the display windows surrounding a poster 
remembering Mary Ann Krems, a volunteer at Francis-
cans Downtown (pictured right). She died this spring 
from complicated illnesses, not coronavirus.  
 
The other display windows have beautiful posters 
developed by the Communications Department at Holy 
Family Convent in Manitowoc, WI.
 

During the lockdown time, Fr. Placid recalled in his youth that 
with the sign of the cross, his parents had the whole family of 
10 marks themselves with this sign of salvation and protection. 
One set of posters has the symbol of a triangle emblazoned 
with the words(pictured left)  ‘In the name of the Father….’  in 
English, Polish, Spanish, Swahili, Vietnamese, and Latin. On 
this same poster are the words   “For with you is the fountain 
of life; In your light, we see the light.” Ps  36:9, a text used by 
Cardinal Newman in his Trinity Sermon at Oxford May 25, 
1880.  Companion note cards to this poster  have his words:  
“Let us improve the day while it is given us.” 
 
Another poster has a globe of the world with the crib of 
Bethlehem(pictured right), juxtaposed to it and the words:  

“The world is in God’s hands and ours.”   A final poster is  “Rublev’s Trinity Conversation speak-
ing to us of God’s redemptive humility and action in this world.
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While the main street of Stevens Point is emptier than usual 
still Franciscans Downtown  is active displaying these posters 
of beauty and  words of hope with the engaging  comment of  
Marilynne Robinson:  “Beauty compels our interest and re-
wards us.”
 
With patient endurance and careful diligence, Franciscans 
Downtown will be providing “indoor hospitality” sooner than 
later as the temperatures drop, and guests need a break from 
the cold and even more so the presence of others and conversa-
tion that fosters human growth. 

Novices Recieve Habits at Investiture in California
On the afternoon of Tuesday, October 
20th Daniel Samsel (far right first row ), 
and nine other novices received the Habit 
of the Order of Friars Minor at Old Mis-
sion Santa Barbara in California. Novice 
Master, 
Jeff Macnab, sees many great things in this 
group,  “They are working hard on them-
selves and taking the novitiate seriously. 
We are blessed to have them.”
  
Congratulations to Daniel and fellow 
novices Philip McCarter and Brian 
Menezes of St. John the Baptist, Daniel 
Cruz, Tyler Grudi, Kevin Hamzik, James 
Kernan, and Chukwuma Raphael Obadike 
of Holy Name Province; 
and Juan Luis Guerreo and Joan Perez 
Lombera of St. Barbara Province.  

Please continue to keep these men in your 
prayers!
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On the cold fall morning of Oct. 17, 2020, 
along the Wisconsin River in Stevens Point,  
Fr. Placid, together with 40 people, includ-
ing Mayor Mike Wiza, blessed the Cultural 
Commons.

The blessing ceremony was initiated by 
Heritage of Portage County, Inc, and the 
Polish Heritage Awareness Society. Still, it 
was also inclusive of all the groups active 
for many years, creating this garden, "seek-
ing to find common ground in our differ-
ences and strength in our multi-cultural 
heritage and outreach."   
 
The Cultural Commons highlights the 
following: 
* Gulcz, Polish Sister City 
* Rostov Veliky, Russia Sister City 
* Esteli, Nicaragua Partner City 
* Menominee People 
* Rotary Club of Stevens Point, Wisconsin 
 
Many "pavers" are already engraved with 
inspirational sayings representing people 
and institutions of the area. Fr. Placid's fam-
ily provided the money for the following. 
 
"One-anothering one another."  
Russian Sister City Founder, Ray Stroik 1931-2018. 
 
Mayor Wiza thanked all involved in creating this Cultural Commons in Stevens Point and then 
invited all present to ring the bell donated by the Mayor of Rostov Veliky, Russia. The Mayor 
keeps the clapper in his office. 

-Fr. Placid Stroik, OFM, Franciscans Downtown

Blessing of the Pavers 
at the Cultural Common
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Do you have news, photos, or stories to share? 
For inclusion in the next issue of the Provincial Press, email them to 

awtretow14@gmail.com.

Under Construction: Hard Hat Required!

The Printery Building in Pulaski 
continues to take its new shape as a 
senior housing facility.  
Fr. Brendan Wroblewski, OFM, 
continues to keep us updated on the 
construction progress through his 
up close and personal pictures.  


