
Mr. John Q. Sample
123 Any Street
Address #2
Anytown, USA 12345-6789
Barcode

Dear Sisters and Brothers,

May the Lord give you peace!

During the fifty days of Easter, the Church listens to and reflects on the Gospel 
of John. John’s Gospel is so wonderfully unique. It is divided into two books; 
the Book of Signs and the Book of Glory.  

The Book of Signs recalls the seven signs or miracles of Jesus Christ during 
his public ministry. The first sign was performed by Jesus at the marriage feast 
of Cana.  Restoring life to his beloved, deceased friend Lazarus is the last sign 
which leads Jesus to his passion and death on the cross. The Book of Glory, 
the longest of the books, recounts the Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus 
Christ.  Squeezed in the middle is the multiplication of the loaves of bread 
and fish where 5,000 people were fed.

The seasons of Lent and Easter were changed by an invisible virus which caused humanity to pause and recall 
that we are human, and therefore fragile. COVID-19, pandemic, and coronavirus are words that have become 
part of our vocabulary which will never be erased.  The coronavirus has changed our world, our church, and 
our individual lives. 

There are many pictures and stories of responses by the global community. Many images and stories will remain 
forever etched in my memory. There are two images that struck me in particular:

The first image is of a middle-aged woman, who, throughout 
her life, never was in need of assistance. She waited patiently 
for eighteen hours in her car to receive bread and other 
food necessities.   
               
The second image 
is a picture of cars - 
miles of cars - lined 
neatly in rows moving 
ever so slowly to the 
center where food was 
being distributed to the 
thousands of people 
in need.
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Dear Fr. Jim, 
o  Please accept my gift of $_________ to help support the Franciscan Friars and their  
 outreach to the poor in honor of St. Anthony. 
o  Please ask the Franciscan friars to remember my special intentions at Masses during the month  
 of June, in honor of Saint Anthony. 
o  Please accept my gift of $ _________ to help support the Coronavirus Relief Fund. 
 

9230 W Highland Park Ave  - Franklin, WI 53132-8143

Please make your checks payable to: Franciscan Friars. Please consider the Franciscan Friars in your Will.
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 ““Jesus should always be at the center of every heart.”Jesus should always be at the center of every heart.”
      St. Anthony      St. Anthony

Woman waits 18 hours for food for her family

Charity is the soul of faith, make it alive; 
without love, faith dies.

St. Anthony of Padua



Please charge $___________________ to the following credit card    □ monthly  □ quarterly  □ one time only

 q VISA    q Mastercard    q Discover

Account #                                                                                           Expiration Date               Security Code                  

Name on card                                                                              Signature                                                                                 

Phone Number (          )                                                                 Email Address                                                                                

These two images reminded me of John’s Gospel and the “Multiplication of Loaves and Fish”. What a miracle 
indeed! I believe Jesus not only miraculously multiplied the loaves and fish, but He also taught the assembled 
multitude to love and have faith in their neighbors, convincing them that even if they shared what meager 
food they had, their own needs would still be met. 

This viral pandemic sweeping our world has hopefully changed our behaviors, some for 
bad but hopefully most of it for good. Maybe we are using our “stay in place” quiet 
time at home to be more prayerful and learning to appreciate the simpler things in 
life. 

During this extraordinary time in which we are living, let us practice being 
extraordinary Christians, giving more of our time, talent, and treasure without counting 
the costs. Let us sharpen our willingness to continue to share bread with the many 
people throughout our country and world who suddenly find themselves in need.

As we continue to confront the chaos caused by COVID-19, we can be inspired by the 
“Sign” of the multiplication of the loaves and fish in the Gospel of John, the life of 
the beloved, St. Anthony of Padua, and the generous response of others helping those 
in need, we are reminded to sharpen our awareness of the needs of others which 
urges us to be more generous and adventurous in serving those in need.

I invite you to honor St. Anthony by generously supporting our Franciscan Friars in their many ministries that 
are helping the poor.

Please use the enclosed Intention form to entrust the intentions closest to your heart to St. Anthony.  He is called 
the Patron of Miracles, the finder of lost souls – not just lost items.

   Please be safe and stay well!
 

   Fr. Jim Gannon, OFM
   Provincial Minister

P.S. Please join us in praying to St. Anthony for all those suffering and in great need during this pandemic. Your 
gifts will help support the Franciscan Friars in their ministries to the poor.

St. Anthony of Padua Prayer Intentions
 ________________________________________________________________
 ________________________________________________________________
 ________________________________________________________________

 


