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Easter 2020 
Dear Sisters and Brothers ~
 
May the Lord give you peace!
 
Several weeks ago, when I started to jot down some 
thoughts about what I would write about in my Easter 
reflection. Suddenly, all the nice thoughts made no sense 
as the world turned upside down in a way that no one 
could ever imagine, even in their wildest dreams. Lent 
and Easter 2020 took a critical turn when the words - 
disease, sickness, and death suddenly descended upon 
the world and interrupted our daily routine of life. 
COVID-19 has plunged us into a Lenten wilderness, a 
desert wilderness that has caused me to reflect on what 
is most important to me in life and the mysteries of our 
faith: Life-Death-Resurrection. 
  
Within days, as churches were shuttered throughout the world, the digital world reopened them in a 
startling new way. This crisis is forcing the Catholic Church and the Order of Friars Minor to look at 
how we evangelize, especially to the poor who lack adequate health care, educational opportunities, 
and proper nutrition.  This is not a discussion for the future.  It is happening now, in real-time. The 
coronavirus is forcing us to be more creative in the way we, as Church and as Friars Minor, reach out 
to people.  It is also reshaping the way faith is lived in the family home in our Franciscan friaries. A 
major earthquake has taken place, and the aftershocks have yet to be realized. One thing is for sure, the 
shift between doing things in one particular way, is now challenging us to do things in different ways 
- sometimes in quite extraordinary ways. This is our 21st-century paradigm shift in the Order, the 
Church, our ministries, and our daily lives.   
  
COVID-19 will be with us as we enter Holy Week and our Easter Season. We are being moved as 
families, institutions, and Church communities to give serious consideration to what is important in 
my life as a Christian, as a Friar Minor; what is important to community life? What is important in our 
prayer life? What is important in the celebration of the Eucharist – the Body of Christ?    
  
I believe it takes a faith community to enter these critical days. We need the support and example of 
others to know that losing our lives is how we will find them.  We witness this each day during the 
pandemic from hospital workers, police, firefighters, first responders, parents suddenly turned class-
room teachers – so many risking their lives, stepping out of their comfort zone working side by side to 
save others.  

Pope Francis praying in an empty 
St. Peter’s Square
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From the March/April Newsletter of 
St. Mary’s of the Angels Parish in Green Bay, WI

To the faithful people of God of St. Mary of the Angels Parish; 
 
May the Lord give you peace! 
 

The first reading, for this 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time, comes 
from the Old Testament Book of Leviticus.  There we are re-
minded that God has called us to be a holy people.  So, what 
does this holiness look like? 
 
I believe it is right here, right now, before our eyes.  It is breath-
ing, living, and spirit-filled.  
 
It is present in this assembly of people who continue to keep 

alive the ministry of proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  
 
The holiness of God is also present in the Franciscan men and women who have, in their human 
imperfections, over the years, faithfully ministered to God's people of St. Mary of the Angels and 
the Church of Green Bay. 
 
April 20, 1899, Bishop Messmer offered the Green Bay Parish, to the Polish Franciscan Friars of 
Pulaski, Wisconsin. With the permanent settlement of the Franciscan Friars in Green Bay, the 
title of the church and friary were changed from Our Lady of Czestochowa to St. Mary of the 
Angels in 1900. The Friars of the Assumption Province have been a vital part of the growth and 
progress of St. Mary of the Angels Parish over the past 120 years. 
 
When it became evident that the 
Franciscans could no longer staff the parish nor shoulder the financial needs of the friary and 
church buildings, we were  approached by Kevin McDonnel, of Commonwealth 
Development. He offered a creative vision for the future St. Mary of the Angels Parish. 

 
We walk into a very different Holy Week and Easter Season. Once again, Jesus invites us to enter deep-
ly and intimately into his Passion;  to find our lives by losing them for others, just as he did that first 
Good Friday. 
  
Christ is Risen! 
Indeed, He is Risen! 
  
Jim Gannon, OFM 
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We took Kevin's vision to Bishop Ricken. It was a vision filled with challenges and risks. 
 Fortunately, we were able to work through the issues, and with the blessing of Bishop 
Ricken, Commonwealth Development became the new owners of the church, friary, and proper-
ty. 
 
 This exciting yet risky plan for the future of St. Mary of the Angels Parish and the sur-
rounding neighborhood was placed in the hands of Deacon Paul Umentum and under the su-
pervision of Kevin McDonnel. I believe we would not be here this evening if it were not for these 
two, gifted men. 
 
With a grateful heart, I thank: 
 
• Bishop Ricken and his willingness to embrace an alternative vision of parish life. 
• Deacon Paul Umentum who has spent countless hours preparing for this day. 
• Kevin McDonnel for taking the risk of making this new development a reality. 
• The Franciscan men and women who have served this community and the Church of 
Green Bay over the years. Fr. Ponciano Macabalo, who continues our Franciscan ministry 
presence. 
• And especially the people of St. Mary of the Angels Parish, whose faith continues to in-
spire others.  

I am very sorry that I was unable 
to be present to offer these 
reflections.  I pray that you con-
tinue to be holy, as God is
holy. 

 Peace and good! 
 James G. Gannon, OFM       
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Finance Director Departs April 17th
 
Last week, John Cella, Provincial Treasurer, informed the staff for the 
Provincial Offices, that Nicole Wildes, Finance Director, will be leaving her 
job with us.  Nicole was an awesome worker that brought her great work 
ethic everyday and was such a joy to have on staff.  
As we wish her well in her new position, we want her to know that she will 
be greatly missed!
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Tips for Coping During Quarantine

Practice Gratitude
Despite all that is going on in the world, there are many things 
to be grateful for. Research shows that taking the time 
to practice gratitude increases happiness and 
decreases stress and feelings of loneliness or 
isolation. 

Limit social media time and over exposure to news.
If you are feeling overwhelmed, setting boundaries with your phone and social media 
can help quell anxiety. If you are feeling overwhelmed by constant updates or find your-
self checking your phone multiple times an hour, try to set limits to give yourself a break 
from the constant barrage of information. Daily updates from a reliable source will be 
adequate to tell you what steps you need to take to be safe. There is evidence that taking 
these steps can help improve stress levels.
 Find the positives in social distancing:
• Start a project you have been thinking about, catch up on reading, binge watch a   

favorite TV show, try a new recipe, learn a new skill online.
• If you get to spend time with family, focus on the positives of this opportunity.
• Look for positive stories of hope and humanity. Follow a positive news feed such as: 

www.positive.news/ or www.sunnyskyz.com/good-news.

Ways To Stay Busy Under Quarantine 
"Travel Back in Time"- No, you won't be able to jump 
in your DeLorean and head back in time, but these sites 
may make you feel like a kid again.
• TubiTV -  This site is full of free movies and films 

that you may remember from your childhood, as a 
young adult, or from times that were just simpler. 
https://tubitv.com/category/classics

• Practice Good Mental Health – One of 
the most important parts of quarantine is 
making sure you are staying mentally healthy every 
day.  Here are 19 Ways You Can Do That.

• Look for the "Good News" – There is a lot of nega-
tivity in the news today.  From the rising numbers of 
the sick and dying, length of the social distancing, and much more. Click here for 
Good News



   ABVM Provincial Press                                                         P.                                                                          5

Ge
ne

ra
l2021 Ch

ap
te
rCongratulations to Br. Andy Brophy!

Michael Perry, Minister General, informed 
Andy Brophy and Jim Gannon, of Andy's ap-
pointment to serve as Vice Economo and Vice 
Responsible for Logistics Services during the 
2021 General Chapter, Manila, Philippines, 
May 1 to May 29, 2021. Congratulations to 
Andy!!!!

Provincial Chapter Postponed Due to Coronavirus
Due to the widespread of the COVID-19 coronavirus the ABVM Provincial Chapter was post-
poned for safety.  The Chapter Planning Committee and the Provincial Council has submitted 
new dates to the Curia in Rome for approval.  Once approved those dates will be announced to 
the province.

A Message from Former ABVM Friar, Tommy Marchetti

Dear Brothers,

May the Lord give you peace.

I realize it’s been almost a year since I’ve been in touch, but I now have 
some news I want to share:
 
Minister Provincial Carmelite friars in Oklahoma City, my classmate 
and I have both been approved to enter the novitiate. Of all places, it is 
supposed to be in Holy Hill, Wisconsin - so I’ll be back in your backyard once again. :)

We are slated to arrive on May 11 with clothing day/entrance into the novitiate on May 30. It’s 
supposed to be an interprovincial experience.

Feel free to share this news with the friars and please thank them for their prayers for me.

Thankfully, I get to spend these days with family. We are all well, though my nephew has a fe-
ver - please say a little prayer for him. Thank you.

Pace e Bene,

Tommy Marchetti

Tommy Marchetti
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Do you have news, photos, or stories to share? 
For inclusion in the next issue of the Provincial Press, email them to 

awtretow14@gmail.com.

Virtual Brotherhood Event
by Andy Tretow

Millions of people around the world have recently turned 
to virtual video hangouts to spend time with family and 
friends as a result of the current COVID-19 pandemic. On 
Wednesday of Holy Week, about 25 members of the prov-
ince, from three different countries, "gathered together" for a 
Zoom video chat. It was meant to be a town hall meeting but 
turned into a brotherhood event that was very much needed 
during these trying and scary times. 

A common theme throughout the conversation was the rapid changes that have happened over 
the last month in friar life. The most dramatic change being the switch from saying mass in 
front of a congregation to doing it on a live stream over the internet. Other brothers mentioned 
that they had to get used to the slower pace of their days. Going from a packed schedule, espe-
cially on the weekends, to a very slow or solitary existence has been a challenge and something 
that will continue to take time to get used to.

The conversation then shifted to talks of gratitude and appreciation.  Brothers spoke of feeling 
grateful for beds to sleep in, food to eat, and people who look out for them. This pandemic has 
shown that many do not have anything close to that.  Towards the end of the conversation, a 
brother reminded everyone those are the people we must continue to keep in prayer as the pan-
demic continues to unfold.

In times such as these, it is important to recognize local "heroes" who have gone above and 
beyond.  Fr. Richard Tulko, who recently just moved into Queen of Peace Friary in Burlington, 
WI, mentioned that Provincial Nurse, Charlene Duley, and the friary staff are those people for 
him. The care they show the friars there and around the province have been nothing short of 
excellent. They can't thank them enough for all of the good they do, despite all of the obstacles 
put in front of them.

In the end, there were smiling faces, stories, and experiences shared, laughing and inside jokes, 
and reconnecting.  It was easy to tell that many needed this hour of brotherhood time, and just 
being together are the moments that go a long way during these times of social distancing.  


