
9230 W. HIGHLAND PARK AVE - FRANKLIN, WI 53132-8143

Br. Thom Smith and Fr. Greg Plata

Dear Friends of the Franciscans,

 During these desperate times, I’d like to update you on the Franciscan Outreach. I am 
stunned as probably most of you are about the effects the coronavirus (COVID-19) is having 
around the world. Both Br. Thom Smith and Fr. Greg Plata, who serve as the Vocation 
Directors for the central region of the United States and are based in Chicago, have been 
asked by the governor to “stay home and stay put” except for dire needs. 

 Even the churches in their area have had to close their 
doors to comply with the mandates imposed to curb the 
virus. Yet, as friars, we are still committed to serving our 
brothers and sisters in any way we can. Knowing many of 
their inquirers discerning their vocation to our Order can’t 
come to Mass, they have brought a virtual Mass to them! 
They will broadcast their celebration of Mass to their 
inquirers and many other people throughout the United 
States.

 Cedar Lake, Indiana is a small town about 20 
miles southwest of Chicago. There, Fr. Mike Surufka, 
OFM serves as pastor of Holy Name Parish. While Fr. 
Mike continues to serve on the board of Port Ministries 
in Chicago, which has served the area poor for many 
years and was founded by one of our friars, he is also 
concerned about those in need in his own community.

 “While the COVID-19 hasn’t had a direct impact 
on the area yet, I am planning for the long term. One of 
my concerns is that, while we have food on hand to give 
out, there are people who for various reasons, need meals 
prepared and delivered to them. I’m trying to anticipate those needs, especially those 
shut-ins who are dealing with isolation.”  Your donation helps us support these families with 
enough food during this crisis.



Virtual 
Streaming 

Mass

 Fr. Hilary Brzezinski, Holy Family 
Rectory, Manitowoc, WI

Fr. Terrence Gorski and Fr. Thomas Luczak,  
Junipero Serra Friary, Edinburg, TX

Fr. Hilary, Holy Family 
Rectory, Manitowoc, WI

 “St. Monica-Luke has always had a weekly food pantry,” 
commented Fr. Mike, “and Gary is one of the poorest cities in 
America. The parishioners prepare the food, and the people 
in the area simply come and pick it up.” Please help us 
support the food pantry in Gary, Indiana.

 A member of his staff, Matt Kresich, has set up audio-
visual equipment to live stream the Masses at Holy Name and 

Holy Angels Cathedral. Please join us at Mass.

 At Holy Family Rectory in Manitowoc, Wisconsin, 
Fr. Hilary Brzezinski is a multifaceted friar, who serves 
the Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity at their central 
headquarters, which includes St. Rita Retirement Home and 
Holy Family College. On any given week, he can be found 
anointing one of the ailing sisters, celebrating Mass at an 
area hospital run by the sisters, or hearing confessions at 
the nearby jail. 

  “Unfortunately, because 
of the virus, they have had to 
stop Masses at the hospital 

and in the infirmary for the sisters,” said Fr. Hilary. Please help 
us support our Parishes in need during this crisis.

 Fr. Hilary reflected on how he was using the situation 
as his “spiritual desert.”
 

  At Junipero Serra Friary in the Rio 
Grande Valley, our friars and pastors Fr. Tom 
Luczak and Fr. Terrence Gorski serve a 
predominantly Mexican-American community 
in Edinburgh, Texas. A very active parish with 
over 600 kids in their religious education program, 
Fr. Tom said the COVID-19 has forced the local 
bishop to order all parishes to close until the 
pandemic subsides. Our budget didn’t predict the 
effects of this pandemic.

  “We can’t have any funerals in the church, 
only graveside services,” lamented Fr. Tom. 



 Fr. Placid Stroik, OFM  
Franciscans Downtown

  Holy Family Parish is blessed with a Latino 
culture where prayer and community involvement is 
very important. 

  The parish also does its share by working with 
Catholic Charities to provide food for the area poor, as 
well as utility assistance in dire circumstances. While 
the parish has been forced to close its doors and shut down 
its offices due to the virus, parishioners have set up the 
ability to have the daily Masses celebrated by Fr. Tom 
and Fr. Terrence live streamed through their parish’s 
Facebook page. Please help us continue our work with 
Catholic Charities.

  “We were amazed that after the first live stream, 
we received 80 comments after Mass,” said Fr. Tom. “It 
goes to show that in these trying times, people are still 
grateful for whatever we are able to provide for their 
spiritual needs.”

 Franciscan Outreach in Stevens Point, WI has a core Franciscan mission of 
respecting the dignity of all people, no matter what their social status. For the past five years, 
the center has offered a place to drop by in order to have some hot coffee, snacks and the 
opportunity to just talk and share their struggles with others. Conceived and directed by 
Fr. Placid Stroik, OFM, the center provides 
an opportunity that has been a charism of 
our Franciscan Order for centuries: being a 
bridge between people of different social 
backgrounds.

 Sadly, because of CORVID-19, 
the health board has ordered the doors of 
Franciscans Downtown closed for now. This 
doesn’t deter Fr. Placid’s hope. 

 “I have some posters with Scripture 
that emphasize the positive and give a sense 
of hope that people will be able to read when I post them on our windows,” he said. 

 “While we are asked to have some social distancing at this time, we have to remember 
that we are social beings,” commented Fr. Placid. “We might need to practice physical 
distancing at this time, but more than ever we need to find new ways of socializing.”  



 

 For eight hundred years, the Franciscans have ministered and served as instruments  
of peace and hope during times of great crises. We continue that mission in many creative 
ways today. 

 “Any support you can provide during these desperate times, helps us in our 
ministry to provide for all God’s people, whether it is through education, support for our 
missions or outreach to the poor. Know that we pray for our benefactors daily, especially 
when celebrating Mass.”

   Peace and all Good!

   Fr. James G. Gannon
   Provincial Minister

P.S. During this time of crisis, please know that our hearts go out to you and your families.  
We are grateful for your continued support and appreciate your prays. Please write any prayer 
intentions you may have on the back of the enclosed slip and return them to me in the envelope 
provided.


