
9230 W HIGHLAND PARK Ave - Franklin, WI 53132

St. Francis School Children, Greenwood, MS

Franciscans Downtown, Stevens Point, WI

Dear Fr. Jim,

o Please accept my Lenten/Easter offering of $________ to support the Missions of the Franciscan Friars,  
 with responding to the cry of the poor.
o Please pray for the intentions I’ve written on the back of this slip.

Mr. John Q. Sample
123 Any Street
Address #2
Anytown, USA 12345-6789
Barcode

“The Lord hears the cry of the poor, blessed be the Lord.”

Dear Sisters and Brothers; 
 
May the Lord give you Peace! 
 
           I am a Franciscan who has professed the vows of poverty, chastity and obedience.  I 
believe I have been faithful to two of my vows; obedience and chastity.  However, I struggle each day with 
my vow of poverty. I am not a poor man.  I am very rich because of the love of my parents, brother and 
sisters.  I am very rich because of the love of my Franciscan Brothers. But I am also rich because I am 
blessed to have a good education, a roof over my head, and a health insurance plan. Admittedly, I struggle 
with the concept of being a “poor Franciscan” in this very materialistic society.  

During my recent trip to the Philippine Islands, 
the words to Psalm 34, came to me in prayer, “The Lord 
hears the cry of the poor”. This is a psalm we pray many 
times during our Sunday liturgies. It kept swirling around in 
my mind as I looked in the eyes of the wonderful children 
enjoying their only nutritious meal of the day under the caring 
watch of the parishioners of St. Joseph Parish in ‘Quezon 
City, Philippines. Driving through the countryside, with every 
passing mile, I saw men and women working in the rice fields 
during the intense heat of the day, trying to make a few pesos 
to feed their children.
     

 I also witnessed grateful eyes on the faces of 
some of America’s poorest children who attend our 
sponsored St. Francis School in Greenwood, Mississippi.
     
 Also etched in my mind are the weary eyes of 
the homeless who come to warm themselves and share 
a hot cup of coffee at Franciscans Downtown in Stevens 
Point, Wisconsin.  
 

(continued on backside)



Please charge $___________________ to the following credit card    □ monthly  □ quarterly  □ one time only

 q VISA    q Mastercard    q Discover

Account # ____________________________  Expiration Date_____ Security Code______

Name on card                                                     Signature                                                                                           

Phone Number  (          )                                          Email Address                                               

Please make your checks payable to: Franciscan Friars

9230 W Highland Park Ave, Franklin, WI 53132  |  414-525-9253 x238  |  www.franciscan-friars.org

My Lent/Easter Intentions ______________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

       The Lord hears the cry of the poor. But do we 
hear their cry?  Almsgiving, along with prayer and fasting are 
the three pillars of Lent. Each year, this Season offers to us a time 
of renewal. Usually, we take up this Lenten journey as a time of 
personal renewal, as we are invited to deepen our relationship 
with the Lord. The process of personal conversion becomes very 
concrete when it comes to self-denial and we are called to live our 
faith in a more authentic way. 
     

       Our almsgiving helps us express our gratitude and allows 
us to exercise generosity. However, Lent is also a call to look 

beyond ourselves. It is a time of renewal that calls us to 
hear the cry of the poor and grow in communion with them. 
In the end, this spiritual renewal helps us grow closer to our 
God. It reminds us that we cannot focus on our own spiritual 
growth, but calls us to reach out in love to the least of our 
brothers and sisters. 
     
 “The Lord hears the cry of the poor” – and 
so do we. Please join me this Lent in the struggle to live a 
simple life and listen to the cry of the poor. I ask for your 
continued support in helping us respond to this cry 
where the Franciscans minister to those in need. 

Soon, our foreheads will be marked with blessed ashes as 
we enter the holy Season of Lent. May your prayer, fasting, 
and almsgiving be a time of blessing for you.

May 2020 be filled with good health and peace.

Yours in the love of our Risen Lord,

Fr. James G. Gannon, OFM
Provincial Minister

P.S.  Remember that our friars pray for you 
and your intentions every day. Please write 
any Lenten Prayer intentions on the back of 
the enclosed slip and return them to me in the 
envelope provided.

PLEASE CONSIDER THE FRANCISCAN FRIARS IN YOUR WILL.

Children in the Philippines

Children under the caring watch of the parishioners in the Philippines


