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Dear <Salutation>,

May the Lord grant you peace! The peace we share with each 
other at Mass is the peace God has first shared with us. This 
peace helps us meet the many responsibilities and struggles 
of our lives with grace.

In many parts of our country, it is difficult to find peace 
in the middle of a busy day. Our chapel in Sybertsville, 
Pennsylvania, is a quiet refuge for many who stop by before 
or after work, to light a candle and pray, to take a break from 
the noisy rush, to stay centered in God’s presence. Keeping 
the chapel open during daylight hours is a much-appreciated 
ministry, welcoming both locals and those driving through to 
someplace else.

Inside the chapel, beautiful icons and light streaming through the windows 
help to focus our attentive prayer on the Peace of Christ. The Emmaus 
Hall, refurbished twelve years ago, still attracts many for programs several 
times a month: Secular Franciscans, a group that writes (paints) icons, 
days of recollection and other programs throughout the year.

But outside, the monastery’s stucco walls are cracking and the chimney needs to be replaced, at a cost of 
$30,000. The parking lot has several potholes, and plants sprout up in the crocodile cracks, with an estimated 
cost of $100,000. The garage roof, attacked by carpenter bees, will need to be replaced ($40,000). 

Some of the original electrical wiring from the 1950’s is starting to fail. 
Mold has been growing in the basement in several places where water 
seeps in after heavy rains, especially heavy these last two summers. Small 
repairs have been completed but initial estimates to repair basement walls 
and crawl spaces and to scope out drains to further reduce water related 
problems will cost $8,000.

Br. Gus, soon to turn 80, has been at the friary for several decades. Well-
known by locals, he is the friendly face who most often has welcomed 
those who come to pray at the chapel. Persevering but slowing down in the 
face of Parkinson’s, he still gets up at 5 a.m. in order to open the chapel 
each morning.



Years ago, we downsized the building for a smaller community, but this left 
the only kitchen in the basement. For the older friars like Br. Gus, on days 
when they cannot manage the stairs, we would like to have a warming kitchen 
upstairs ($7,000). This will also benefit programs hosted in our Emmaus Hall.

Our ministry at Holy Dormition Friary is unique in several ways. In a day and 
age when people can no longer leave their doors unlocked, we keep the chapel 
open during daylight hours so that people can find a quiet refuge to pray during 
the day or after a long day’s work.

The chapel is also distinctive because the friars follow the Byzantine liturgical tradition. Sharing this tradition 
has been part of the grace of Assumption BVM Province since the 1990’s. Pope John Paul II referred to this 
tradition when he called all Catholics to breathe with both lungs, to appreciate the richness of the diverse 
traditions that are part of the Catholic communion of churches. The poetry and melodies of the Byzantine 
tradition, rooted in Greek and Slavic cultures, enrich many lives through our presence at Holy Dormition Friary.

Part of the Byzantine tradition is that people send our friars in 
Sybertsville the names of their departed loved ones, and the 
friars pray for them on the five All Souls Saturdays, most of 
which are during Lent. The friars will gladly join their prayers  
to yours if you list the first names of your departed loved ones 
on the attached reply slip. 

The total cost of the renovations is estimated at $250,000. 

Can I count on your gift to help?

Know that if you are ever visiting northeast Pennsylvania,  
our friars in Sybertsville will welcome you warmly.

Peace and all good!

Fr. Jim Gannon
Provincial Minister

P.S.  
Please be generous with your gift in support of the repairs to Holy Dormition Friary in Sybertsville, Pennsylvania. 
We are grateful for your support and remember you daily at Mass and during our personal prayers.  

Bro. Gus

Holy Dormition Friary, Sybertsville, PA


