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Dear Salutation,

May the Lord give you peace!

A new Church Year has begun.  The season of Advent is here, and many of you may be pulling 
out your Nativity scenes. Many Christian families wait to place the Baby Jesus in the manger 
until Christmas.  Many families choose the youngest child or grandchild to gently place the 
babe, Jesus, in his bed of straw.

We often repeat the familiar phrase, “Christmas is for children.”  I do believe Christmas is for 
all children, young and old.  When we look into the face of an infant, do you see the face of 
God?  When you look into the age worn face of a woman, do you see the face of God?

This past October, I made an unplanned journey to the Philippines.  I rediscovered the rich 
presence and ministry of thirty-six friars from the Province of the Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. In the fall of 1952 the Franciscans of the Assumption Province took initial steps 
to establish a mission in the Philippine Islands, in order to strengthen the Franciscan presence 
which had dwindled from 2,700 friars in the late 1500’s to sixteen friars, in 1952.  Thankfully, 
today, the Franciscan presence is strong through the establishment of the Province of San 
Pedro Bautista, in Luzon and the Custody of San Antonio de Padua, in Samar.  

My whirlwind journey was humbling and life changing.  One life-changing visit was to the 
daily lunch program for children.  This lunch program is prepared by volunteers from St. 
Joseph the Defender Parish and Franciscan Friars.  Every day, 100 undernourished children, 
many who are orphans, living in the surrounding “Shanty Towns” sit down for a well-
balanced, hot dinner, before they go to school.  For most children, this is their only meal of 
the day. The children’s faces haunt me to this day.  They haunt me because they are the face 
of God.

The Feast of Christmas was the favorite Holy Day for St. Francis of Assisi because it reminded 
St. Francis of God, bending down to caress and kiss the faces of all his children.  God, 
becoming “one like us in all things but sin” God, the Word Made Flesh, God who came to 
walk with us in our poverty, and our human fragility. God who walks with us this day, because 
God still loves us. 

One friar missionary from the Assumption Province, Brother Augustine “Gus” remains in the 
Philippines.  He has given his entire Franciscan life to the people of the Philippines, especially 
the poor. 

I have two requests: This Christmas day, when you look into the faces of your loved ones, 
young and old; see the face of God, the Word Made Flesh, dwelling in that person.  When 
you look into the face of a stranger; see the face of God. May I also ask that you consider a 
generous gift this Christmas to help us continue to support the children of the “Shanty Towns”, 
in the Philippines.

Have a blessed and holy Christmas.  May 2020 be filled with good health and peace.

Peace and all good!

Fr. Jim Gannon, OFM
Provincial Minister


