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And Mary gave birth to her first born, a son. 
She wrapped him in cloths and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no room for him in 
the inn. Luke 2:7

Comet over Greccio Gathering for the Five  Year 
Anniversary Celebration

Franciscans Downtown Store Front

Fr. Placid Stroik, OFM
Coordinator, Franciscans Downtown

Dear Fr. Jim,

o Please use my Christmas gift of $________ to support Franciscans Downtown, 
 Stevens Point, WI with their outreach to the poor and lonely.

o Please pray for the intentions I’ve written on the back of this slip.

Mr. John Q. Sample
123 Any Street
Address #2
Anytown, USA 12345-6789
Barcode

Dear Salutation:

May the Lord give you peace!

Do you know the history of the Christmas creche? It began with St. Francis of Assisi in the year 1224. 
Francis desired to replicate the manger scene to experience the miracle of that holy night in Bethlehem. 

Francis asked his friend and follower, John, to help him get ready for the Feast of Christmas in the town of 
Greccio. John prepared a manger inside a cave and gathered hay, an ox, and a donkey. When all was ready, 
Francis and the friars gathered with the people of Greccio. It is said that the forest resounded with the 
voices of all the faithful and a bright light shone for all to see. Also, Francis stood before the manger and, 
as he preached, tears of joy ran down his cheeks. With no room for Mary and Joseph at the inn, Jesus was 
born in this humble manger.  

There is a very special and sacred inn, located in downtown Stevens Point, Wisconsin.  It is simply 
called, Franciscans Downtown and was founded five years ago by Franciscan Friar, Placid Stroik.  Fr. Placid 
and his Franciscan volunteers established this “inn” so that people, especially the poor and those on the 
streets, could find an oasis, a resting place, a meeting place for all people of various social backgrounds to 
experience welcome, Franciscan hospitality.

During the events celebrating the fifth anniversary of Franciscans Downtown, Stevens Point Mayor Mike 
Wiza said, “Franciscans Downtown provides a service for so many people.  It is not just a warming place to 
stay.  Franciscans Downtown brings people together; the underserved population of our society. They come 
together and feel welcomed, cared for and loved. It is a safe place of welcome.This is what Franciscans do.”

(continued on backside)



Please charge $___________________ to the following credit card    □ monthly  □ quarterly  □ one time only

 q VISA    q Mastercard    q Discover

Account # ____________________________  Expiration Date_____ Security Code______

Name on card                                                     Signature                                                                                           

Phone Number  (          )                                          Email Address                                               

9230 W Highland Park Ave, Franklin, WI 53132  |  414-525-9253 x238  |  www.franciscan-friars.org

My Christmas Intentions _______________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Although the story is long told, the message is clear for us. Our 
own Nativity scenes which rest under our Christmas trees are a 
visible reminder of that night when our Savior was born. May we 
never forget to see in our hearts the little Babe of Bethlehem, who 
came to save us from sin. We must never forget that the wood of 
the manger that held Him so securely would one day give way to 
the wood of the cross. May we too embrace Him with all of our 
love as did St.Francis. 

The spirit of this sacred place, Franciscans Downtown, is sustained by many faith-filled volunteers, lay men 
and women, religious, and people from all faiths. The continued outreach is sustained by in-kind donations. 

Your financial support will certainly keep the doors of the “inn” open on a daily basis and foster a greater 
awareness of the needs of the poor, hungry, and homeless. As Christmas approaches, I want to thank you 
for all your support of our Franciscan ministries. 

Please send your prayer intentions along with your donation to help the poor in the envelope provided.

Have a blessed and holy Christmas and don’t forget to enshrine in your home, your nativity, your crèche of 
the birth of the Christ.

Peace and good!

Fr. Jim
Provincial Minister 

P.S. The Franciscan friars will include you and your intentions in our daily Mass and prayers. Thank you for 
your continued support of Franciscans Downtown.


