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Brothers ~

Franciscans Downtown is a “place for Gospel refreshment, an oasis to read, listen, reflect, write, 
talk, and share with others the stories of our lives.” 
And so, Franciscans Downtown was born.

In April of 2015, Placid Stroik, Jim Esser, Brendan 
Wroblewski, Jim Gannon, members of the Stroik Family, 
friends of Placid, and members of the Order of Francis-
can Secular stood in a vacant, storefront room and said, 
“So, Placid, what will you do with this large, empty 
room?” (pictured right)

Placid’s response was powerful. “I want to create a space where people, no matter who they are 
or what they believe, may come and relax and talk with each other. Franciscans Downtown is a 
place of hospitality for all, helping to create a culture of empathy and resilience.”

June 29, 2019, the Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul, 
approximately 100 people filled the empty room
(pictured left), now known as Franciscans Downtown, 
1000 Main Street, Stevens Point, WI, to celebrate five 
years of Franciscan presence and ministry. The ministry 
of presence serves the people from the local Stevens 
Point Community, local church communities, and wom-
en and men living on the streets seeking a safe place of 
welcome and peace.

To our brother, Placid, the founder of Franciscans Downtown, to the women, men, and children 
who come to this “place of hospitality”, to the hosts of volunteers, an excellent presence, family 
and friends of Placid, Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity, Sisters of St. Joseph of the Third 
Order of St. Francis, Felician Sisters, brother priests and deacons of the Diocese of La Crosse, 
and your brothers of the Assumption Province ~ thank you for attending to the call of St. Paul, 
“Only, we were to be mindful of the poor, which is the very thing I was eager to do.” Letter to 
the Galatians 2:10

Blessings and congratulations, Placid!
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Francsicans Downtown Celebrates Fifth Anniversary 
by. Taylor J. Hale (oringally published in Portage County Gazette)

STEVENS POINT – Franciscans Downtown 
celebrated its fifth anniversary during a June 29 
open house. The Catholic establishment has be-
come a unique nexus of social acceptance since 
they first opened their doors on June 1, 2014. 

“We don’t necessarily solve problems, but we 
encourage people to go and take care of the 
important things in their lives,” said Friar Plac-
id Stroik, a founding member of Franciscans 
Downtown. 

“That’s the real thing we do. It’s important, giving people six hours a day, where they don’t 
have to pay anything, and they could work on their next step.” 

Stroik, a Stevens Point native, set out to open the welcoming shop to give the homeless popula-
tion, and those down on their luck, a safe space to eat, drink and connect with the community in 
a new way during daytime hours. 

Stevens Point Mayor Mike Wiza spoke at the 
event. He sees Franciscans Downtown as a neces-
sity in the area.

“It provides a service for a lot of people,” Wiza 
explained about the shop. “It’s not just a warm 
place to stay. They bring people together. It’s an 
underserved segment of society that can get togeth-
er and feel welcome, and I think that’s really what 
Stevens Point is all about is acceptance, and a safe 
place to feel welcome, and that’s what the Francis-
cans do.” 

Friar Jim Gannon, OFM Provincial of the Franciscans, stated, “In the beginning of Franciscans 
Downtown, it says that it’s a place for the gospel,” Gannon said. “When I first stood here and 
asked the question: ‘what are you going to do with this?’ Well, look at this, look what you’ve 
done, look what Placid has done, look what all of you have done in the five years.” 

Gannon was impressed with the community’s reverence for the program and congratulated 
Stroik on the realization of his inclusive mission to unite the inhabitants of Stevens Point.  
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Friars on Parade For the 4th of July

(Left) Friars Tony Chojnacki and Mike Surufka joined the Fourth of July Parade in Cedar Lake 
IN, walking behind the parish float sponsored by the youth group. 
(Right) Fr. Placid took in the holiday by passing out candy to excited kids on the Stevens Point, 
WI parade route. 

Postulant Spends Time in Cedar Lake

Postulant, Daniel Samsel, along with his parents, Randy and Laura (pictured below), enjoyed 
spending time at Lourdes Friary in Cedar Lake last month. Daniel has been spending a little 
time sharing fraternity and ministry at the hospital and parish.  Part of his ministry was helping 
get the friary prepared for a hot summer.  He helped Fr. Tony Janik install some air conditioners 
around the property.

Photo Courtesy of Mike Surufka Photo Courtesy of Stevens Point Journal
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Ten Men Profess First Vows as Franciscan Friars
by. Br. Jim McIntosh, OFM

SANTA BARBARA, Calif. — Ten men professed their first vows as Franciscan Friars at Old 
Mission Santa Barbara here on July 2.  The vows ceremony was attended by a number of friars, 
including Capuchin and Conventual Franciscan friars and novices who journeyed from their 
nearby novitiates to witness the ceremony, along with members of the parish church at the 
Mission.

Friars from four U.S. provinces professed their 
vows to live St. Francis of Assisi’s Rule of the 
Order of Friars Minor. Those friars were:
Province of the Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary Provincial Minister James Gannon, 
OFM, received the vows of Andrew Aldrich, 
OFM, 28, from Mishawaka, Indiana. Friars Kevin 
Schroeder, OFM, and Gregory Plata, OFM, 
witnessed his vows. Assumption Province is 
based in Franklin, Wisconsin.

For Holy Name Province, based in New York City, 
Provincial Vicar Larry Hayes, OFM, accepted the vows of 
these new brothers:
Ian Grant, OFM, 35, from North Brunswick, New Jersey.
John Neufffer, OFM, 35, from Durham, North Carolina.
Richard Phillip, OFM, 42, from Camden, New Jersey.

Provincial Minister Jim Gannon receives the 
first vows of Friar Andrew Aldrich, OFM. 
(Photo courtesy of the Fr. Frank Jasper, OFM)
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Carlos Portillo, OFM, 34, from San Vicente, El Salvador.
Steven Young, OFM, 31, from Canton, Massachusetts.
Friars Walter Liss, OFM, the national OFM Postulant Director, and Hugh Macsherry, OFM, 
witnessed their vows.

Provincial Minister Mark Soehner, OFM, of the St. John the Baptist Province, of Cincinnati, 
Ohio, heard the vows of:
Matthew Ryan, OFM, 48, from Covington, Kentucky.
Raphael Ozoude, OFM, 24, from Lagos, 
Nigeria.
Friars Timothy Lamb, OFM, 
and Carl Langenderfer, OFM, witnessed the vows.

Finally, Friar David Gaa, OFM, Provincial Minister 
of the St. Barbara Province, based in 
Oakland, California, accepted the vows of these friars:
Andrew Dinegar, OFM, 53, from New York City.
Salvador Mejia, OFM, 49, from Acambaro, Mexico.
Friars Arturo Noyes, OFM, and Larry Gosselin, OFM, 
were the witnesses.

After each student friar made his vows, he was presented a new cord for his habit. Instead of the 
simple cord with no knots worn by the novices, the newly-professed friar was dressed with a 
cord that had the three knots representing the three vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience.
The ten men then signed the official register of their respective province. Also, signing were the 
provincial minister and the witnesses from the province.

After all ten had made their profession of vows, the new brothers received the congratulations 
of the provincial ministers, the novitiate formation team, and then from all the assembled friars, 
including the Conventual and Capuchin novices who had shared many novitiate experiences 
with the newly-professed.
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Unlike the Order of Friars Minor, the Conventual 
and Capuchin novices do not make their first profes-
sion of vows together, but will  return to his home 
province to make his vows there.
Following the vows ceremony, a lively reception 
was held in the novitiate dining room for everyone 
attending.

The newly-professed friars will now journey to 
spend time in their home provinces before starting 
studies in the fall either at Catholic Theological 
Union in Chicago or at the Franciscan School of 
Theology at the University of San Diego.

The novitiate is the second step of Franciscan forma-
tion. During the first year of formation as a postulant, 
the man lives, prays, and ministers with friars, but 
— although associated with the order — he is not yet 
a friar. The second step is when a man is received as 
a novice. For a year-and-a-day, a novice studies the 
rule and constitutions he will vow to live, and he de-
velops his spirituality and knowledge of the order. At 
the end of the novitiate year, the man vows to live in 
poverty, chastity, and obedience for one year. Since 
these vows expire after one year, they are referred to 
as “simple vows.”

At the end of each year, if both the man and the 
province are in agreement, the vows are renewed, 
again for a period of one year. After the normal four 
years in simple vows, again with everyone in agree-
ment, the friar makes “solemn vows,” that is, he 
vows to live in poverty, chastity, and obedience for 
the remainder of his life.

Kevin Schroeder, Greg Plata, and Jim Gannon 
were in attendance for Andrew Aldrich’s Simple 
Profession.

A beautiful shot of the campus of Old Mission 
Santa Barbara in California.

Jim Gannon gives newly professed friars a 
blessing upon reciving Simple Vows.
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June Provincial Definitory Meeting Minutes

Friar Personnel

James Wisniewski:
The process continues regarding James’ relationship with the Order of Friars 
Minor and the ABVM Province.  Jim Gannon received a request from James to 
voluntarily withdraw from the Order and be released from his vows.  This request 
suspends the dismissal process.

Bernard Kennedy:
Jim Gannon received a “Letter of Retirement” from Bernard.  As of June 30, 
2019, he completed his ministry of Director of Spiritual Formation for the In-
stitute of Diaconal Studies at the University of St. Mary of the Lake, Mundelein 
Seminary. Bernard was a faithful and dedicated servant to this important ministry.  
We thank him for his dedicated service!

Mario Nagy: 
After his return from Cuba, conversations with Jim Gannon and the Friars in-
volved in the OFM Cuba Project, Mario has decided not to return.  He is now 
working with Jim on future options for ministry. 

Anthony Cirignani(left) & Ponciano Macabalo(right):
Bishop Ricken, Green Bay, will be appointing Deacon Paul Umen-
tum as Administrator of St. Mary of the Angels Parish. Deacon 
Paul has faithfully served as Deacon to the parish of St. Mary’s for 
twenty years.  With this appointment by Bishop Ricken, Anthony 
Cirignani will continue to serve as pastor of Saints Peter and Paul 
Parish.  Ponciano Macabalo will serve as Sacramental Minister at 
St. Mary of the Angels Parish.

Laurian Janicki: 
Laurian returned to the US on the July 4th holiday.  He will spend a few days 
with family and then will “hang his hat” temporarily at Queen of Peace Friary in 
Burlington.  He will remain in the country through the Chapter of Mats meeting 
next month in Denver, CO.

Friar Vincent Laviano’s Report:
Vincent serves as Guardian of the friar community of St. Anthony Friary in St. Peters-
burg, FL.  Adam Szufel and Rene Barczak are members of the community. Vince gave a 
very positive update on the large friar community, along with Adam and Rene.  As “Re-
newal and Restructuring” moves forward, Vince stressed the importance of a common 
“friar folder” which would contain medical information, and power of attorney.
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Formation

Greg Plata’s Report:

The Council addressed the two major questions in the 
report:
A joint Vocation Office for the Midwest, located in 
Chicago, IL
The ABVM Provincial Council supports a joint Voca-
tion Office for the Midwest. Besides the Chicago, IL 
location, the Council offered  Francis and Clare Friary 
as another option.
House of Discernment for men investigating Franciscan Religious Life,
The Council supports a House of Discernment, separate from the site where the joint Vocation 
Office will be located. 

Friar Ralph Parthie, OFM, Sacred Heart Province:

The ESC {English Speaking Conference} Secretaries of Formation recommended Ralph Parthie 
to the Provincials, as the liaison to the ESC, representing the Secretary of Formation.  

Temporary Friars from Mexico

Welcome to the United States Friar Mauricio Sanchez 
Meza, OFM(pictured left), and Friar Jose Gabriel Ruiz 
Ramirez, OFM(pictured right)!
Welcome to the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Province and Queen of Peace Friary!
Gabriel and Mauricio arrived at Queen of Peace Friary, 
June 25, 2019.  Their studies of the English language be-
gan at Sacred Heart School 
of Theology in Hales Corners, WI at the beginning of this 

month.  

Treasurer + Property Updates 

Treasurer’s Report & Budget Update: 

John Cella provided us with an update on the financial picture of the Province.  John meets with 
his staff regularly to look for any “red flags.”  
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From FMU – Franciscan Mission Union. There are concerns about the number of mission ap-
peals for our Province and the decreasing number of Friars taking on a weekend mission appeal 
for the Province.   

The finances for the Province is at the same level of 2018 – no better/no worse.
Bottom line is that we are financially at the same point as last year. This translates into the 
Province being stable.   

Presently, there is an audit of our finances that may warrant the keeping of all receipts by friars.  

Property Updates

Parties interested in our Burlington property include:

Catholic Center High School - There has been fast paced, cre-
ative discussions surrounding our Burlington property. The 
principal of the high school provided Property Manager, Brian 
Bangart, with information that would help move the possible 
purchase of the St. Francis Friary and surrounding land in order 
to accommodate the relocation of the high school. 

Not-For-Profit Group - A gentleman from a not-for-profit group 
from Indiana is interested in purchasing the property and the former St. Francis Friary building 
to remodel it into units for assisted living.

Burlington Performing Arts Center  - There is also interest from the Burlington PAC about 
building a state of the art center on the Burlington 
property along the Fox River.
  

Independent Buyer - An individual from the Burlington 
area who would like to purchase some of the environ-
mental corridor and give it to the City as a park.  If this 
works, the not-for profit would buy the property for 4M 
and sell it to the other interested parties.  Lots of good 
conversations.

Sybertsville, PA:

Brian Bangart and Hoffman Group met in Sybertsville, PA, to look at the old friary.  Estimated 
cost is $62,000 to rehab just the outside of the friary.  An estimate for interior work starts at $40 
per square foot.  

St. Francis Friary building
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Presently, the roof for the five car garage needs to be 
replaced. If there is a need for the 5-car garage, the entire 
roof needs to be replaced. Approximate cost: $30,000. 
Approximate cost for a new garage: $50,000. 
To rehab Francis House: approximate cost = $24,500.

 Given the information from the Hoffman Group, and the
Hoffman report, we are seriously considering rehabbing 
the present friary, as there is the possibility of four or five 
friars living in the friary.

The Provincial Council needs to return to conversations with the future owner of the 
Sybertsville property, John Wolk, and renegotiate the agreement.  John Cella and Brian Bangart 
will contact John Wolk.

Jerome Wolbert was given permission to have sections of the driveway repaired and several 
trees cut down.

 Pulaski, WI:

The on again/off again sale of the printer building is now 
back on. Original tax credits which were forwarded to a 
project in the city of Manitowoc, WI, were returned to the 
Gorman Group who is working on the Printery Project. 

Planning

Provincial Chapter 2020 
Planning Committee:
 
Edward Tlucek, liaison to the Chapter Planning Committee, provided an update on the latest 
Chapter Planning Meeting.  Leslie Hoppe was also present to give a report on his presentations 
at the Chapter.                 
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Pope Francis’ Motu Proprio Revelation:

Jim Gannon forwarded a document he received from a 
CMSM (Conference of Major Superiors of Men) Meet-
ing, to the members of the Council.  The information 
contained serious questions concerning the reporting of 
allegations against a Major Superior and/or a Bishop. 
CMSM is most uncomfortable having an allegation of 
a Major Superior to be reviewed under the authority of 
an Archbishop. Any allegation against a Major Superior 
should be reported, reviewed, and under the authority of 

the Superior General of a given religious community.

With regards to Abbotts, Priors of Monasteries, and Superior Generals within the United States, 
all allegations would be reported to the Apostolic Nuncio and to the Congregation for Institutes 
of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic life. The Congregation will delegate the compe-
tent authority to investigate and review the allegation.

Re-iterate that CMSM respectfully requests a “place at the table” and permission to have a ca-
nonical advisor as part of the process.

Provincial Request:

Jim stated the need to hire an independent Victims Abuse Coordinator (VAC). He asked for 
permission to hire an “Independent Professional Eye” to review all our files from 1950 to the 
present and asked that the ABVM Province set up a fund to assist victims of abuse by Friars.  
His requests were granted.

These three requests will also put all six participating OFM Provinces in the United States on 
common ground as we move forward in our “Renewal and Restructuring.”
 
US-6 Compliance Working Group:

At the request of the USCCB (United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops) and CMSM (Conference of Major Superiors of Men), the 
US-6 Provinces will follow the example of the Jesuits, Dominicans, 
and many religious congregations and  many dioceses in the United 
States and release the names of Friars living and deceased who have 
had sustainable/credible allegations against them.
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Release of names will occur only after all six provincials have had all files reviewed by an “in-
dependent/professional eye” from 1950 to present time.

Other Reports/Committees

Friary Chapter Reports:
 
Reviewing minutes from friary chapters are an important part of each Pro-
vincial Council meeting. It is important that you forward your minutes to 
Edward Tlucek, Provincial Secretary. 

Order of Franciscan Secular:

Jerome Wolbert submitted a written report. He reported on his visitation to 
the Greenwood, MS. Secular Franciscans.

Jerome commented on the Life Giving Union meeting, August in St Louis: The Conference of 
National Spiritual Assistants (CNSA)  regional spiritual assistants, and Provincial Ministers 
and their delegates (that is, spiritual assistants).  Jerome held a workshop on June 18, 2019, for 
spiritual assistants and formation directors, drawing from five or six different regions - about 30 
in attendance

Dates for the Provincial Council Meetings:

September 10, 11, 12, 2019 - Assumption Friary, Pulaski, WI 
October 8, 9, 10, 2019 -  St. Francis Friary, Greenwood, MS 

December 17, 18, 19, 2019 -  Francis and Clare Friary, Franklin, WI 
Christmas Party with the Board of Directors of FPP

on December 18th (This is also our Corporate Meeting)
January 14, 15, 16, 2020 - Francis and Clare Friary and 

Queen of Peace Friary, Franklin/Burlington.
March 10, 11, 12, 2020 -  Holy Dormition Friary, Sybertsville, PA

May 12, 13, 14, 2020 -  Lourdes Friary,  Cedar Lake, IN
Provincial Chapter May 31, June 1, 2, 3, 4, 2020 

Siena Retreat Center, Racine, WI
Congressus June 14-19, 2020 -  Mishawaka, IN
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Do you have news, photos, or stories to share? 
For inclusion in the next issue of the Provincial Press, email them to 

awtretow14@gmail.com.

Jubilee 2019 Celebrations

Thursday, August 15, 2019
Solemnity of the Assumption of the

Blessed Virgin Mary
11:00 Eucharist

St. Clare Church
Wind Lake, Wisconsin

Reception and Dinner immediately after the Eucharist
in St. Clare Parish Hall

Simple Profession
Joachim Swarick          75
Anthony Skurla           70
Lyle Chrobak              65
James Krasman           65
Peter Rydza                 65
James Esser                 60
Jude Lystyk                  60
Joel Szydlowski           60
Didacus Weber           60
Paul Reczek                 55
Larry Janowski            50
Andre Lemay              50
James Wisniewski       50
+Greg Havel                50
David Dodge              25

 Solemn Profession
Sergius Wroblewski    75
David Typek               70
Melvin Wierzbicki      70
Rene Barczak              60
Henry Kolbok             60
Laurien Janicki            60
Placid Stroik                60
Adam Szufel                60
Richard Tulko             60
Reynold Lesnar           55
Stephen Malkiewicz    55
Warren Rector            55
Stephen Dupuis          50
Regis Howitz               50

Priesthood
Anthony Skurla           65
Rene Barczak              55
Laurien Janicki            55
Adam Szufel                55
Richard Tulko             55
Stephen Malkiewicz    50

 

 

 

 


