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The Opening Lap with the Vatican Track Team
by. Jason Welle, OFM

 The Opening Lap with the Vatican Track Team I have 
only attended one press conference in my life, and based on 
the wild novelty of the morning, I think I’ll stay away from 
them to savor the experience: the January launch of Athletica 
Vaticana. Sponsored by the Pontifical Council for Culture, the 
club has been widely dubbed “the Vatican Track Team,” be-
cause nearly all of those involved are runners. Cardinal Rav-
asi opened the conference with an elegant explanation of the imagery of athletics in Scripture, 
particularly the writings of St. Paul. Some of the other members shared their dreams for the 
new organization. Journalists were lined up with questions that were campy, predictable, and, 
nonetheless, hilarious. “When will the Vatican be sending a delegation to the Olympics?” “Is it 
possible for consecrated religious to relax the norms about religious garb during competition?” 
“What is the stance of Athletica Vaticana on international anti-doping regulations?” The last 
query was aptly fielded by a laywoman (and runner!) who works at the Vatican pharmacy. All 
full members of Athletica Vaticana are employees of the Vatican or immediate family. My con-
tract at PISAI made me eligible to join. 

 I’m highly impressed, so far, by the desire of the group to do 
more than run races wearing papal colors. The members have orga-
nized a number of charitable activities during these first weeks, and 
plan Masses the night before a race, as well as prayers together before 
the race begins. Based upon Pope Francis’s commitment to welcom-
ing and accompanying migrants and refugees, two honorary initial 
members of Athletica Vaticana were refugees seeking asylum. This 
gesture quickly grew in significance when the Salvini government 

moved to close the large shelter where these two Africans had been staying, placing them at 
risk of deportation just a couple weeks into the life of the organization. All of the group’s text 
messages focused on how to help and protect our teammates. The club has also turned its eye to 
international events, sending a delegation to a race in Wittenberg, the birthplace of the Reforma-
tion. A primary mission of the club is to promote sport in a Christian spirit, so Athletica Vati-
cana’s first foreign trip involved this ecumenical outreach. 

 The Rome Marathon on April 7 was my first race with the club. A half-dozen of us ran 
it, and we all finished. I’d like to say that I “ran the good race,” but...it was my slowest finish in 
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the last few years. That’s OK, though. Running a marathon is like land-
ing a plane. If you can walk away from it, it was a good one. Two fond 
memories stand out. Halfway through the race, I was talking to another 
runner who heard my thickly accented Italian, saw the Vatican shirt, 
and leapt to the wrong conclusion. “Are you a member of the Swiss 
Guard?” No, but we swap texts to organize time to train... The second 
was when the friars of St. Isidore’s greeted me in the final miles. After 
their Sunday mass ended, they came out to watch for Fr. Jacopo, an Ital-
ian friar in residence there, who also ran, and me. I’m not sure when the 
next race will be. I’ll be away from Rome all summer, but it has been heartening to get to know 
some good people who are eagerly seeking to interject Gospel values into athletics. This might 
not be precisely what Pope Francis envisioned by a “Church on the move,” but, with great 
eagerness, we are moving forward. 

Dedication of the altar and Church of the Holy Family, Edinburg, Texas

The church of the Holy Family, Edinburg, Texas, where 
our brothers, Tom Luczak and Terrence Gorski, serve, 
has been closed since August 2018. Weekend Masses and 
daily Masses were celebrated in the Parish Hall. Tues-
day, April 9, 2019, the long awaited dedication of the 
altar and church was celebrated. The faithful packed the 
newly renovated church and joined Bishop Daniel Flo-
res,Bishop of the Diocese of Brownsville, TX, in praying 
God’s blessings upon the
church of the Holy Family, the church of the people of 
God. The inspiring words of Bishop Flores: 
“The beauty of the church is reflected in the beauty of 
the ministry, the service to the people outside these four walls.”
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Deacon Paul Umentum Celebrates Anniversary

St. Mary of the Angels (Green Bay) Deacon, Paul Umentum (pictured 
right), recently celebrated his 19th anniversary. His dedication and service 
to the parish is much appreciated.  Some creative, faith filled parishioners 
put together a video as a simple, “thank you.”  You can watch that video 
by clicking on this link, 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_fRA-2q-oF8&feature=youtu.be.  

Reminders

Friar Only Pilgrimages:

The Franciscan Pilgrimage Programs Office is excited 
to announce that official registration is now open for 
the US-6 Friar Pilgrimages! To sign up electronically 
or to get a paper copy of the registration form, go tob 
https://www.franciscanpilgrimages.com/us-6-friars/. 
For ease, the Pilgrimage Office also has attached the 
paper copy of the form at the bottom of this email. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to email or call the Franciscan Pilgrimage Programs Office and ask for 
Andy.

Green Bay Football Ticket Requests:

If you are interested in Green Bay Football tickets, please email Brian 
Bangart ASAP at propertyofm@thefranciscans.net. . The province has 
tickets to the Green Package Home Games this season. Those games are
Thursday, August 29 vs Kansas City (Preseason), Sunday, September 15 
vs Minnesota, Thursday, September 26 vs Philadelphia, Monday Octo-
ber 14 vs.Detroit, Sunday November 10 vs Carolina, Sunday Dec 8 vs 
Washington, and Sunday Dec 15 vs Chicago. 

    Requests are due July 12
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Friary Personnel and Friaries:

James Wisniewski – He will receive a letter of obedience assigning him to ABVM 
Friary, Pulaski.  This will be part of the formal process that could lead to dismissal 
from the Order.

Friar Transitions:

Andrew Giba, Jerry Tokarz, and Anthony Gancarz:
 Each has requested a move from Pulaski to Queen of 
Peace Friary..  They will each begin their transition to 
Burlington within the next few months.

Robert Sembrat:
May 29, 2019, Bob, with the assistance of Jim Esser, moved from Assumption 
Friary in Pulaski to Queen of Peace Friary, Burlington, WI.

Paul Belco:
Paul has requested a permanent assignment to St. Eugene’s Friary, Fox Point, WI.  
This will take effect immediately.  He will rejoin Joel Szydlowski and Justin Kwiet-
niewski, presently living at St. Eugene’s Rectory.  Paul will assist Justin with his 
ministry at the Milwaukee Catholic Home.

Michael Surufka:
As he concludes his leadership as Bishop for the Diocese of Gary, IN, Bishop 
Donald Hying asked permission to appoint Michael Surufka as temporary admin-
istrator of Holy Angels Cathedral until a new bishop is appointed. Michael will 
continue to serve as pastor of Holy Name Parish in Cedar Lake. Congratulations to 
Michael! The council approved this request.  The Provincial Council also approved 
his request to continue to serve as ABVM’s representative to the Board of Directors 
for Port Ministries, Chicago, IL.

Friars in Mishawaka: 
Francis Affelt, Finian Z, Andrew Hochstedler, OFM, Conv.  For almost two years, 
Friar Andrew has been living with Fr. Francis and Finian, while pursuing graduate 
studies at Notre Dame University and in their ministry to the Sisters of St. Francis 
of Perpetual Adoration. Come August 21st, he will depart for the United King-
dom where he will continue his studies at Oxford University. Congratulations to 
Andrew!  His presence to the ABVM Province and his ministry to the Sisters have 
been a profound blessing. We and the Sisters will miss him. The Provincial Council 
join Fr. Francis and Finian in extending an invitation to a friar who would like to 
join them in fraternity and ministry to the Sisters. If you are interested, or if you 
need more information, please contact Jim Gannon.  
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Joachim Studwell:
Joachim requested and was given permission to participate in a week long course 
on requesting permission to attend a week long course on Pastoring in a Black 
Congregation, July 1-5, 2019, Xavier University, New Orleans, LA.  He is in 
conversation with Tony Janik, Director of Continuing Education. 

Stephen  Dupuis:
Steve will be attending the Chapter of Mats and will be with us for one month.  
He will temporarily reside at St. Eugene’s Friary, Fox Point, WI.  He will “check 
in” with his doctors before he returns to Jamaica.   

Greg Plata’s report on Formation

The Provincial Council recommends Mary Beth Wisniewski, to 
Greg, as the layperson on the Interview Board.  Mary Beth is the
director of Cardinal Stritch Wellness Center.

In his report, Greg has requested the Council consider giving him 
permission to move to Chicago with Thom Smith, Vocation 
Director for the Sacred Heart Province.  Both are seeking to 
establish a fraternity to support vocational discernment to religious life. SHP is providing a Fri-
ary for this Vocational Project. Further conversations will follow concerning Greg’s position as 
ABVM Vocation Director and Secretary of Formation.  

Postulancy Report

The Directors for the Interprovincial Postulancy Program, 
recommended Paul “Fritz” Newburger and Zach Zeman to 
continue their Franciscan Formation in the Interprovincial 
Novitiate. The members of the Provincial Council ap-
proved Fritz and Zach for the novitiate. Congratulations to 
them!  They will be received into the novitiate during the 
Chapter of Mats, August 2nd. 

The Postulant Directors recommended Daniel Samsel continue his discern-
ment in the context of a second year of postulancy.  He will join Zach and 
Fritz in Greenwood, MS and participate in the Chapter of Mats in Denver, CO 
before returning to Holy Name College, Silver Springs, MD

Fritz Newburger Zach Zeman

Daniel Samsel
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Temporary Professed Friars from Mexico

Friars Mauricio Meza Sanchez and Jose Ruiz Ramirez should arrive into 
the United States, approximately June 27th.  They will live at Queen 
of Peace Friary and study English at Sacred Heart School of Theology.  
During their time with us, Mauricio and Jose will visit fraternities around 
the Province. 

Novitiate Report

The Interprovincial Novitiate Team recommended Novice, Andrew Aldrich for first profession.  
The Provincial Council agreed with the recommendations of the Novice Directors.  Andrew will 
profess first vows, July 2nd, Mission Santa Barbara. Jim Gannon will participate in the profession 
ceremony. Congratulations Andrew!

Finance/Property

Treasurer’s Report & Budget Update:
John Cella provided a number of financial reports.  Presently, our investments are doing very 
well right now. He recommended that the Council make two decisions after discussion.
Withdraw from John Hancock Life Insurance 
Sale of Sybertsville property

A conversation was initiated about the John Hancock Life Insurance Plan.  During a recent 
meeting of the ESC and US-6 Treasurers, John had a conversation with them about our currrent 
plan..  They recommended that we withdraw from our current plan and after a lengthy discus-
sion the council voted to do so.

Property Updates

Burlington – We have contracted with Institutional Property Ad-
visors (IPA) and have received the Broker of Opinion (Appraisal of 
the property). At present, IPA works with Religious institutions to 
create an environment that would meet our goals for the property. 
There is also interest in the rest of the property.  By June we should 
be able to make a decision.

Francis Meadows: 
The Council agreed to sell Francis Meadows to Horizon for 4.4 Million.  

St. Francis Friary, Burlington
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Sybertsville:
As reported in the last newsletter, an agreement has been reached on the sale of the property. The 
new owner will allow us to keep our presence and ministry. There was a lengthy discussion about 
the possibility of keeping the present friary and rehabilitating the building.  This discussion was 
precipitated by Brian Bangart’s visit to the property. As a result of our discussions, it was agreed 
that an architect needs to be hired to draw up a plan for a new friary and hire a firm to provide 
us with costs for renovating the old friary as well as Francis House.

Pulaski:
Gorman Group has submitted the required $25,000 
earnest money, for the Printery Building (pictured right), 
with the deadline to be submitted by April 5, 2019.  The 
Gorman Group did not get the tax credits but will re-ne-
gotiate for these credits. 

Jim Gannon then invited a creative conversation about 
the friary and the property immediately surrounding 
the property. It appears that we need to have a conversa-
tion with the residents who are left after the friars.  The 
Council has decided to schedule the September meeting in Pulaski.
The Council decided to set up a fund for the Perpetual Care of the Provincial Cemetery by the 
Provincial Chapter 2020.  Ed Tlucek will speak with Pam Janssen about the details in the estab-
lishment of this fund..

West Chicago:
Our intent is to sell the entire remaining property and not divide it.

Planning

Chapter Planning Committee: Edward 
Tlucek, liaison to the Chapter Planning 
Committee, offered a report on the latest 
Chapter Planning Committee Meeting.  
The request by the Provincial Council to 
move the election of Councils was 
reviewed by the Committee.  The elections will happen on Wednesday afternoon, June 3, 2020.  

Update on Praesidium:
The Province was granted a five year approval on our compliance with the standards.

Pr
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in
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Printery Bulding, Pulaski
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Tentative Visitation Schedule:
In preparation for the June 2020 Provincial Chapter, Jim shared with the Council a tentative visi-
tation schedule.  A letter and the schedule will be sent to all Guardians.  

Extra-Provincial 
Renewal & Restructuring Update – June 10, 11, 12, 2019 face to face meeting 
of the Provincials, St. Peter’s, Chicago, IL.  Three people will meet with the 
Provincials to share their wisdom a]nd  experience on renewal and restructur-
ing: Felician Sister, Clarette Stryzewski, School Sister of Notre Dame, Cathy 
Bertram and Jesuit, Brian Paulson. 

Update on the Chapter of Mats:
The Chapter of Mats is scheduled for July 29-Aug. 2, 2019 in Denver, Colorado.  John shared 
with the Council the way the costs will be divided up among the Six Provinces.  

Order of Franciscan Secular: 
Jerome will be traveling to Greenwood to visit the SFO Fraternity there and 
work with the SFO Regional Minister and the local fraternity Council.  It is 
expected that this fraternity will be re-established.  
There will be a national gathering of the SFO’s, August 27-29, Mercy Re-
treat and Conference Center, St. Louis, MO.  One topic to be addressed: 
relationship between the SFO and the leadership of the various Franciscan 
Obediences.  

St. Francis, Greenwood, MS  Report:
The Council was informed that Derrick Faucheux will not be returning to the Mission, either as 
Youth Minister or as Physical Education Teacher.  The school is also in flux as to its future.  The 
Council will meet in Greenwood, MS, for the October 8, 9, 10, 2019 meeting.  At this meeting 
the Council plans to meet with the Advisory Board of the School. Discussions will begin on 
“new expressions of ministry” in Greenwood, MS.

Future 2019 dates for the Provincial Council Meetings

June 25, 26, 27, 2019 St. Petersburg, FL. 
September 10, 11, 12, 2019, Assumption Friary, Pulaski, WI. 
October 8, 9, 10, 2019, St. Francis Friary, Greenwood, MS. 

December 17, 18, 19, 2019 , Francis + Clare Friary, Franklin, WI
(This is also our Corporate Meeting with the Board of the 

Franciscan Pilgrimage Programs)
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Do you have news, photos, or stories to share? 
For inclusion in the next issue of the Provincial Press, email them to 

awtretow14@gmail.com.

Jubilee 2019 Celebrations

Thursday, August 15, 2019
Solemnity of the Assumption of the

Blessed Virgin Mary
11:00 Eucharist

St. Clare Church
Wind Lake, Wisconsin

Reception and Dinner immediately after the Eucharist
in St. Clare Parish Hall

Simple Profession
Joachim Swarick          75
Anthony Skurla           70
Lyle Chrobak              65
James Krasman           65
Peter Rydza                 65
James Esser                 60
Jude Lystyk                  60
Joel Szydlowski           60
Didacus Weber           60
Paul Reczek                 55
Larry Janowski            50
Andre Lemay              50
James Wisniewski       50
+Greg Havel                50
David Dodge              25

 Solemn Profession
Sergius Wroblewski    75
David Typek               70
Melvin Wierzbicki      70
Rene Barczak              60
Henry Kolbok             60
Laurien Janicki            60
Placid Stroik                60
Adam Szufel                60
Richard Tulko             60
Reynold Lesnar           55
Stephen Malkiewicz    55
Warren Rector            55
Stephen Dupuis          50
Regis Howitz               50

Priesthood
Anthony Skurla           65
Rene Barczak              55
Laurien Janicki            55
Adam Szufel                55
Richard Tulko             55
Stephen Malkiewicz    50

 

 

 

 


